
 

 

 
 
For more information on Neighbourhood Learning please see our website: - www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/nl 

 

Tutor Focus – Michele Chadbon 
We would like to welcome Michele 
Chadbon (Shelly) to the team as NCC 
Adult Learning’s Progression Coordinator, 
covering the whole of the county. 
 
We asked Shelly a few questions to find 
out more about her:- 
 

 
1. How long have you been working for NCC?  

Eight years 
 

2. Where did you start?      
Working within the learning disabilities team. 
 

3. What has been your highlight?     
Seeing learners reach their goals and the 
difference it made to their lives. 
 

4. What jobs did you do before working for NCC?         
Drummer, customer service assistant, cleaner, 
teaching assistant, tutor and teacher.  
 

5. What would be your ‘dream job’?   
Something that did not revolve around earning 
money. 

 
6. What subjects do you teach?     

Art and Design and learners with learning 
difficulties and disabilities are my subject 
specialism. I have and do, however, teach a variety 
of subjects, currently around employability and 
progression.  

 
7. Do you have any hobbies?    

Yes, playing drums in a local band ‘No Such Thing’… 
look out for us. Plus when I am not gardening or 
looking after our chickens, it’s good to get away in 
our VW camper van. 

 

You said ... we did 
We wanted to update you on what we have done, since 
our Learners’ Forum in July 2015.   
As a result of your suggestions, we have developed 
stronger relationships with local job centres and are now 
running employability drop-ins in Corby, Daventry and 
Northampton.  We have also increased our work with 
young adults in Wellingborough, where we are working 
with an organisation called Talent Match 
(www.talentmatchnorthants.org), and helping young 
people to get into work.   
We have developed a new, simpler brochure on our 
programmes and we continue to support local community 
gatherings such as community lunches and coffee 
mornings.  We have worked in several new venues such as 
the Good Loaf Cafe in Northampton 
(www.thegoodloaf.co.uk), and we have explored working 
in pubs and working men’s clubs.  We have increased the 
number of qualifications we offer and continue to offer 
our Confidence Building course across the county.  We 
have also developed a ‘Tell your friends’ card about our 
courses.   
We hope you feel we take your suggestions seriously, and 
make things happen as a result.  Please do talk to your 
local Curriculum Coordinator if you have further ideas 
about how we can improve the Neighbourhood Learning 
programme.   
Thank you for all your support.   
 

Stop Press – New Course 
We have now started to deliver our new Introduction to 
Business Administation course – it is still in the pilot stage, 
but we hope that by the New Year it will be ready to be 
delivered throughout all Neighbourhood Learning areas. 
 
The course is aimed to give you a taster of what it is like to 
work within an office environment, and the chance to see 
if this is something you would like to learn more about, 
either independently or at college.  For further 
information, please contact your local Coordinator. 
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Sewing for Selling 
A ‘sewing for selling’ course 
was launching at The 
Brookside Hall in Lings, 
Northampton. Learners 
made items for sale at a 
celebration event and 
fundraiser in September for 
the ‘Brookside Gets Healthy’ 

group that meets weekly. The group is currently funded 
by the Health Lottery but funds are being raised so that it 
can continue after the funding runs out in April 2016. Ifty 
Choudary, Chair of Brookside Hall Community Association, 
said: ‘It was great to see so many residents coming 
together to keep the group going’. As well as the sale 
table, there was a ‘guess the name of the doll’, ‘take an 
old bag home’, cakes and books stalls and a raffle. £120 
was raised at the event. Well done and thanks to all the 
staff and volunteers.  
 
 

Interview skills with Talent Match 
These two young people 
attended mock interviews 
with Hazel Johnston and 
Helen Doel, as part of an 
interview skills workshop.  
The week before they 
prepared what they might 
say and do, and they 
dressed for the part on the 
day.  We thought they 
interviewed very well, 
especially as this was their 
first experience of an 
interview.  We wish them all the best in their job search. 
 
 

Treasurers learn Excel in Corby 
During September 2015, working with Derek Young from 
Corby Borough Council, Neighbourhood Learning 
delivered a course for Treasurers of five local 
Neighbourhood Associations in the town.  Over four 
weeks, local treasurers had the opportunity to share good 
practice, and to learn a good deal about spreadsheets to 
help them keep and present their financial records, using 
Microsoft  Excel.  ‘I’ve just spent the whole morning doing 
this by hand, and now I know how to do the whole thing 
in under 5 minutes’, commented one slightly wistful but 

happy treasurer.  Following the success of this course, in 
which bonds were strengthened between different local 
associations, Neighbourhood Learning is also working with 
Corby Borough Council to deliver two more courses in the 
Spring: ‘helping Neighbourhood Association Secretaries 
work effectively’ and ‘Creating effective local publicity and 
flyers’.   
 
We are delighted to encourage and help those who give 
their time and energy to making things better in their local 
communities.  If you have a group that would like this kind 
of help, please call Jonathan Sheldon on 07834 496013. 
 
 

Quick & Easy Recipe: Easy Pizza 
Save money by making your own pizza from scratch.   
 

Bread dough 
You will need:- 

 1lb of strong white bread flour 

 1 teaspoon of salt   

 1 packet of dried yeast                                                                

 11 fl oz of hand hot water 

 
Method 
Mix together the ingredients in a large mixing bowl. Once 
a soft ball of dough has formed, turn onto a clean floured 
surface. Knead for about 20 minutes. 
 
Cover and leave to double in size, in a warm room. Knock 
down the dough and knead again. 
 
Take a small ball of dough and roll it out flat (about the 
size of a dinner plate). 
 
While frying the base in a pan (without using any oil), top 
the pizza with all your favourite pizza toppings. Finish it off 
by grilling it under a very hot grill until the cheese has 
melted and is golden brown. 
 
Tip: You can also make a loaf of bread with your dough.  
Shape the dough and put it onto a baking tray or in a loaf 
tin and leave it to rise again. This will take about 20 
minutes. Bake it in a hot oven (gas mark 7, 220C) for 25 
minutes. Gently tap the bottom of the loaf - if it sounds 
hollow it is cooked. 
 
Need this recipe in kilograms? http://www.metric-
conversions.org/weight/pounds-to-kilograms.htm  

http://www.metric-conversions.org/weight/pounds-to-kilograms.htm
http://www.metric-conversions.org/weight/pounds-to-kilograms.htm


 

 

Progression Event News 
Throughout Northamptonshire, other providers of 
education and training are offering FREE taster days and 
open events. Please see the dates below.  If this is 
something that you would like to attend, please let our 
Progression Coordinator (featured on the front page),  
Shelly, know – call 07709 399290 or email 
mchadbon@northamptonshire.gov.uk. 
 
Upcoming Taster Days 
Thursday 4th February 2016 
Wednesday 2nd March 2016 
Wednesday 11th May 2016 
Wednesday 15th June 2016 
 
Open Day 
The schools and colleges Open Day will take place on 8th 
July 2016. 
 
Students can attend subject talks, speak to current 
students and advisors in admissions accommodation and 
student finance, take a look at Halls of Residence 
accommodation and take a Northampton town bus tour. 
 
 
Corby Campus Open Evening 
February 1st 2016 @ 5.30 – 
7.30pm 
 
National College for Motorsport – Silverstone Campus 
February 4th 2016 @ 5 – 7pm 
 
Kettering Campus Open Evening 
February 4th 2016 @ 5.30 – 7.30pm 
 

Rugby Academy Trial Date - Kettering Campus 
February 9th 2016 @ 6:00 - 7:00 pm  
 

IT with Active Support 
A group of learners 
from Active Support in 
Kettering successfully 
completed a Basic IT 
course & made lovely 
personalized calendars. 
 

If you would like more information on Active Support,  
please see their website: 
www.activesupportservice.org.uk. 

Adult Learning Service Enrichment Event 
The Skills Show – NEC Birmingham 

On the 28th November 2015, we arranged a visit to The 
Skills Show at Birmingham NEC for learners from the 
Neighbourhood Learning programme. Twenty learners 
from Talent Match in Wellingborough and Kettering 
attended, accompanied by their staff. 

 
Exhibitors representing skill sectors from arts, jewellery 
and media to construction, science and ICT were on show. 
The National Careers Service was also on hand to provide 
dedicated advice and guidance.  
 
Michelle Chadbon (Shelly), Progression and IAG 
Curriculum Coordinator, worked with Talent Match to 
arrange the event.  Learners commented that: ‘It was 
really good to be able to have a go and try new skills’; and 
‘I really liked the way the exhibitions demonstrated the 
skills and how I could get into their kind of work’. The 
event ‘Staff Room’ also provided opportunities for staff 
CPD, such as how social media plays a role in a person’s 
chances of being hired. To see highlights from this year’s 
event, visit http://www.findafuture.org.uk/the-skills-show 
 
We hope to run this event for a wider group of learners 
next year.  Please register your interest for The Skills 
Show, 17-19 November 2016, by emailing Shelly at  
mchadbon@northamptonshire.gov.uk. 

 
 
 

 We would like to take this 
opportunity to wish you all a 
very Merry Christmas and a 
prosperous New Year.  Thank 

you for your continued  support.  
 

mailto:mchadbon@northamptonshire.gov.uk
http://www.tresham.ac.uk/event/rugby-academy-trial-date/
www.activesupportservice.org.uk
http://www.findafuture.org.uk/the-skills-show
mailto:mchadbon@northamptonshire.gov.uk


 

 

What’s on where? 
 
NORTHAMPTON 
Hazel Johnston – 07540 669753 

hjohnston@northamptonshire.gov.uk 
Brookside Hall 

 IT for Men (beginners)  
Starts 14th Jan 2016, 12-2pm; Tutor - Tim 

 Fast and Fresh Cookery Workshop 
Dates & Times TBA; Tutor - Jeannette 
The Good Loaf 

 Aim Volunteering Qualification 
Starts 5th Jan 2016 9.30am; Tutor - Lynne 

 Star Spot Cookery Workshop  
20th Jan 2016 10am -1pm; Tutor - Lynne 
Bellinge Community House  

 Calendars using the computer  
Dates & Times TBA; Tutor - Caroline 

 IT for Beginners  
Dates & Times TBA; Tutor – Tim 
Zandgani , Emmanuel Church – Weston Favell 

 Photography 
Dates & Times TBA; Tutor – Caroline 

 Bridge for Beginners  
Starts 28th Jan 10am – 12pm; Tutor – Brian 
Eve  

 IT for beginners 
Dates & Times TBA; Tutor - Lynne 
 

 
CORBY 
Jonathan Sheldon - 07834 496013 
Jsheldon@northamptonshire.gov.uk 
Visit our Facebook page at 
www/facebook.com/corbylearning 
IT Basics for Job Searchers at the Irish Centre, Patrick 
Road, starting on Monday 11th January:   A free five week 
course to help Job Searchers start from scratch to  gain 
confidence with computers, in order learn to send email 
and use the Universal Jobmatch website.  Learners on the 
course will be offered an opportunity with their new 
found skills in a follow on course in the spring.  Call 
Jonathan Sheldon to book your place on 07834 496013. 
 
IT Online Basics at Corby Library, starting on Thursday 7th 
January:  A free six week course for anyone who uses the 
Library who has little or no experience of using a 
computer.  Ideal if you have just been given a new 

computer over Christmas and don’t know where to begin!  
Register your name now at Library Reception to enrol on 
this popular course. 
 
IT Drop-In for Job Searchers at Corby Library on 
Wednesdays 10.30-12.30:  If you are looking for a job and 
would like a hand with sending email, creating, editing or 
uploading your CV to a job site – or any other IT hurdles to 
your job seeking,  just drop in on a Wednesday morning.  
We’ll help if we can.  If you need more help than you can 
get in just a single session, come again – or enrol on a 
longer course with Neighbourhood Learning – we’ll try 
and help you with your next step.  Miriam Lawes of the 
National Careers Service is also often present at the Drop-
In to help you with your next step towards employment. 
 No need to register – just come along. 
 
KETTERING 
Sue Yates – 07834 006311 
syates@northamptonshire.gov.uk 
KCU, Gold St, Kettering 01536 481989 
www.kcultd.org.uk  
Enrolment Wednesday 6th January 9.30 – 11.30am 
A variety of courses on offer, to include: - 

 Bend Stretch & Flex, Monday pm 1 - 3 

 Aim Award in Volunteering, Monday pm 12.30 – 2.30 

 Improving Confidence, dates and times TBA 

 IT for the Terrified, Tuesday am 9.30 – 11.30 

 Introduction to Business Administration, Tuesday pm 
12.30 – 2.30 

 Beginners Sewing, Thursday pm 12.30 – 2.30  

 Career Planning, dates and times TBA 

 Cooking on a Budget/Money Management, dates and 
times TBA 

 IT for Employability, dates and times TBA 

 Smart Phone & Tablet Basics, dates and times TBA 
 
WEA courses at KCU include: 
IT for Work & Learning, Thursday am 9.30 – 11.45 
Beginners IT workshop, Monday am 9.30 – 12.30 
Customer Service Level 1, Monday pm 1pm – 3pm 
 
WELLINBOROUGH 
Helen Doel – 07834 006312 
hdoel@northamptonshire.gov.uk 
Please contact Helen for more details about courses 
taking place in Wellingborough.  Details were still being 
worked out when this newsletter went to print.   

 

http://www.kcultd.org.uk/

