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Welcome  

This monthly e-Bulletin is one of the main methods of disseminating information to children’s centres and 

staff teams, so please remember to send the link to colleagues or ensure they receive a reminder by 

emailing their details to dwallis@northamptonshire.gov.uk 

Also remember to share with us your news, events, and examples of good practice. We want to make this 

bulletin as useful as possible to you and contributions from partners help us to meet that aim.  Email items 

to dwallis@northamptonshire.gov.uk 

The bulletin is published on the first Monday of each month and the publication date for the next edition is 

4th April 2016. Contributions need to be received by 30th March please.  

 

There is a separate bulletin for Early Years Providers which can be accessed here. 

 
 
 

Early Help Developments 
 
See information below that is new and has been added to the early help web pages: 
 
1. Early Help – A Guide for Parents and Carers - This is a new leaflet designed to help families, parents 

and carers understand what early help is, what the early help process is like, and how to get early help. 
It will also be useful for professionals working with families who might benefit from early help. This 
leaflet replaces all previous CAF leaflets for families, parents and carers. 
 
Early help – A Guide for Parents can be found here Early Help  

 
2. Step Down – A Guide for Parents and Carers - This is a new leaflet designed to help families, 

parents and carers understand what stepping down from social care means, how it works and what to 
expect. It will also be useful for social workers, and for lead professionals in the community who may 
work with families who have stepped down from social care.  
 
Step Down – A Guide for Parents can be found here Early Help 
 
We are working with the Early Help Partnership Shadow Board on similar leaflets for young people. 
This will make sure they are written by young people for young people, and will be available from 1 April 
2016.  

 
3. Working with Resistant Families There is considerable evidence that poor parenting,  neglect, 

emotional abuse and attachment difficulties, domestic abuse, substance misuse, mental health 
problems and learning disability undermine parenting capability and increase the likelihood of significant 
harm, particularly when they occur in combination.  
We also know that parenting does not take place in isolation. Parents are also influenced by difficulties  
within the wider environment and family, such as poor housing, poverty and unemployment that make 
parenting more challenging and increase the likelihood that problems  will arise. 

mailto:dwallis@northamptonshire.gov.uk
mailto:dwallis@northamptonshire.gov.uk
http://www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/en/councilservices/children/early-learning-childcare/Pages/EarlyYearsBulletinandEarlyYearse-booklet.aspx
http://www3.northamptonshire.gov.uk/councilservices/children-families-education/help-and-protection-for-children/protecting-children-information-for-professionals/Pages/early-help-assessment.aspx
http://www3.northamptonshire.gov.uk/councilservices/children-families-education/help-and-protection-for-children/protecting-children-information-for-professionals/Pages/early-help-assessment.aspx
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There is also an extensive and growing evidence base showing how negative experiences in childhood 
may have a long term impact on children’s physical, cognitive, social, emotional and behavioural 
development and, sometimes, this can last a lifetime.  
Early help is vital in offering children support which will improve their outcomes and this is needed as 
soon as problems emerge but  sometimes, that support is resisted by families. Early help professionals 
need a range of strategies to overcome that resistance and to engage families in effective early help. 

 
This can be found on the Local Safeguarding Children’s Board Northamptonshire website here LSCBN 

 
 
 
 
 

Northamptonshire Police Keep Safe Card  
for children and adults with learning disabilities 

 
The keep safe card is a small document that can be held by a child, young person or adult and will provide 
information in the event of a child or young person feeling unsafe or becoming lost etc. 
There are also Keep Safe places that people can go to find a trusted adult. 
Whilst the card may not be helpful for many pre school children, it may be useful for some adults that you 
work with. 
Further information can be found http://www.keepsafenorthants.org/default.aspx 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Guidance – Championing young children’s right to be heard 
and involved in decisions that are important to them 

 
This report was prepared for the Directors of Children’s Services in the East Midlands, to inform 
recommendations for hearing the voice of very young children (up to their 5th birthday) in decisions which 
affect/are important to them.  This report is aimed at raising the standards of participation of children in 
decision making processes and influencing service shaping.  It provides suggested methods of participation 
for children of different ages up to 5 and provides case studies that may be useful.  
Please see the report in the additional documents to accompany this bulletin. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.northamptonshirescb.org.uk/health-professionals/safeguarding-topics/working-resistant-families-disguised-compliance/
http://www.keepsafenorthants.org/default.aspx
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School Nurse and Health Visitor Survey –  
What do you want for your Child?  

 
A survey is being run for all parents/carers of children 0-19 years. Please promote this. The survey will 
close on 10th March. It is very short and simple and is designed to explore what parents need from their 
school nurse and health visitor in terms of modes of access and times that they can receive a response. 
The survey can be accessed via http://www.asknormen.co.uk/news/2016/school-nurse-and-health-visitor-
survey-what-do-you-want-for-your-child/ 

 
 
 

 

Breastfeeding Support 
 
Please be aware that the last session of Northampton Breastfeeding Café (in the Friends Meeting House, 
Wellington Street, Northampton NN1 3AS) will be Friday 18 March 2016. 
In the run up to the last session The Breastfeeding Café will be open each Friday 10.00 to 12.00 as usual.  

Support remains available through the Breastfeeding Support Service provided by NHFT although there 
have been some changes to venues. Please access and use the new poster and flyers which are available 
in the accompanying documents. 
Details of the service are also available here.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Financial support available to help with housing costs 
  
Please share the information below with anyone you know or support who may be eligible to apply. 
Northampton Borough Council is encouraging people on low incomes to come forward to see if they could 
be eligible for further help with their housing costs. 
The Discretionary Housing Payment (DHP) scheme is available to people who are receiving housing 
benefit, but need extra financial support to pay the shortfall on their rent. 
Northampton Borough Council receives a yearly DHP allocation from central Government and the council is 
currently considering awards up to the end of March 2016. 
To be eligible to make a DHP claim you must be in receipt of Housing Benefit or the housing element of 
Universal Credit. Each case will be considered on its own merits and council staff will look at the individual 
circumstances of each claim to consider all other options available before deciding whether to award a 
DHP and at what level. Requests will be considered within 14 days. 
For further information about the Discretionary Housing Payment, and to apply, visit the Northampton 
Borough Council website. 

 
 

http://www.asknormen.co.uk/news/2016/school-nurse-and-health-visitor-survey-what-do-you-want-for-your-child/
http://www.asknormen.co.uk/news/2016/school-nurse-and-health-visitor-survey-what-do-you-want-for-your-child/
http://www.nht.nhs.uk/main.cfm?type=BREASTFEEDINGSUPPO
http://www.northampton.gov.uk/DHP
http://www.northampton.gov.uk/DHP
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Training and Events 

Early Help Clinics 
We are delighted that the Northamptonshire Early Help Clinics are back for another round of practical, 
locality based early help support. Designed for front line practitioners, this round of clinics will focus on the 
early help offer, what early help services are available and how to access them, and an introduction to 
matching needs to services. It is also your opportunity to say what’s working well for you in early help in 
your locality and what needs improving.  
To book, please click the link below. Places are limited and early booking is advised. We look forward to 
seeing you at a clinic soon.  
Thrapston, 11th March - https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/early-help-clinic-east-northants-tickets-21447789917 
Wellingborough, 15th March - https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/early-help-clinic-wellingborough-tickets-
21447895232 
Towcester, 15th March - https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/early-help-clinic-towcester-tickets-21448103856 

 
 
Solihull Approach Online Antenatal Course for mums, dads, grandparents, 
birth partners, partners etc 
Heart of England NHS Foundation Trust agrees with the All Party Parliamentary Group Conception to Age 
2: first 1001 days that ‘all parents should be able to access antenatal classes which address both the 
physical and emotional aspects of parenthood and the baby’s well-being and healthy social and emotional 
development’. To support this they are doing their first Buy One Get One Free offer on this online antenatal 
course. The course is £19. 
If you buy the course using a credit card, email them on solihull.approach@heartofengland.nhs.uk and they 
will send you free coupons. 
If you buy the course by invoice via http://solihullapproachparenting.com/order/?action=exists&id=6557 just 
put BOGOF in the Purchase Order number box.     

 
Northamptonshire Nursery Schools Partnership 
The NNSP provides a programme of bespoke learning and development 
opportunities and support for the Professional Development of all Early 
Years Practitioners working across the EYFS in nursery schools, primary 
schools, preschools, after school clubs, child-minders, Children Centres 
and day nurseries spanning across the county. 
The NNSP are here to provide support and training to enable practitioners to provide ethical and child led 
learning across the field of Early Years. We aim to develop support to aid your development at any level, 
please contact us for further information, booking@nnsp.co.uk 
NNSP Annual Conference, Tuesday 8th March 2016, 6.00 – 8.30pm Marriott Hotel, Eagle Drive, 
Northampton. STOP PRESS… The conference is now full. 
Every Child a Mover: Providing young children with the physical experiences they need. Keynote speaker – 
Jan White  
New timetable… Our new timetable will be launched at the conference and will be live on the website from 
Wednesday 9th March. Places book fast, please visit the website for details. www.nnsp.co.uk  
 
 
 
Editorial Note - The editorial team reserve the right to edit any submitted material. The articles printed and views expressed in this e-Bulletin are not 
necessarily those of Northamptonshire County Council. Items are accurate to the best of our knowledge but we do not take responsibility for any 
errors in information provided to us for inclusion. 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/early-help-clinic-east-northants-tickets-21447789917
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/early-help-clinic-wellingborough-tickets-21447895232
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/early-help-clinic-wellingborough-tickets-21447895232
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/early-help-clinic-towcester-tickets-21448103856
mailto:solihull.approach@heartofengland.nhs.uk
http://solihullapproachparenting.com/order/?action=exists&id=6557
mailto:booking@nnsp.co.uk
http://www.nnsp.co.uk/

