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Welcome to the Early Years Bulletin.   

This regular Bulletin will be the main method of disseminating information to all Early Years Settings and 
Providers, and their staff teams.  It contains up to date information from all of the Teams who support Early 

Years Settings in Northamptonshire, and aims to keep all staff in the EYFS well informed of relevant 
information to support them in their work. The Bulletin is in 3 sections for ease of reading: 

 Monthly News, Alerts and Updates 

 Training Opportunities 

 Contacting Early Years Teams 
 

 
 
 
 
Kate Wilde – Principal Improvement Manager – EY 
Learning, Skills and Education 
Children, Families and Education directorate 
kwilde@northamptonshire.gov.uk 
 
 
There is a similar bulletin for Children’s Centres and their staff teams that may be accessed through the 
link below: 
 

Children’s Centre Bulletin 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/en/councilservices/children/early-learning-childcare/Pages/children-centres-resources-for-staff.aspx


 
 

Monthly News, Alerts and Updates 
 

Welcome to the March Edition of the EY Bulletin.   

EY Funding Headcount Day information  
The next Headcount Day is 17 March 2016 and is for any Free Childcare and Education for 2 year 
olds and Free Entitlement children who have started with a Childcare Provider on or 
before Headcount Day. 
The online form will be ready to complete from 14 March to 20 March 2016. The form will now close 
at midnight on the Sunday and not the Friday.  
Any further information will be added to the website regularly and will be included in the Early Years 
Bulletins. 
 
Early Years Funding Workshop 
The next Early Years workshop takes place on the 16th March, 18.30-20.30 at John Dryden House, 8-
10 The Lakes, Northampton NN4 7YD. This is to replace the cancelled event from 25th February. 
Places are limited, please book quickly to avoid disappointment. 
 
The next round of workshops will be in the summer funding block. Details of dates and venues will 
be announced shortly after Easter. 
 

Foundation 
Stage Forum 

‘For more than twelve years, the Foundation Stage Forum has been the platform for a 
vibrant online community of professionals involved with the Foundation Stage.  
Whether experienced or new to the profession, members find inspiration, a place to share 
ideas, and a personal and friendly environment to meet with like-minded colleagues from 
around the country.’ FSF 
Northamptonshire Early Years Team has arranged access to this resource for all its 
providers. As Northamptonshire practitioners you will also find your own local forum area. 
 
To access the FSF you will need a password and further information.  This has been sent at 
the same time as this EY Bulletin and the document is called Foundation Stage Forum 
Membership.   Please keep this safe so that you have all of the access details restricted to 
Northamptonshire. 
 
You may use  'Tapestry – Online Learning Journals' – this is a product produced by the FSF 
team which allows managers of EYFS settings to set up online learning journals that all their 
parents can access and contribute to. With so many schools also now using Tapestry we 
have already added KS1, and KS2 is coming soon, if you want more information then just get 
in touch. Tapestry does requires a paid subscription if you should wish to use it although 
anyone interested may contact FSF to have a free trial set up first – details are in the 
accompanying Document.  
 
Check out the FSF articles – recent ones such as; 
 
Safeguarding is effective: safe staff 
Listening to Young Children Project 
Creative Diaries: Taking a line for a walk 
Fundamental British Values- what do they mean in the early years setting? 
 
These can be found from the home page. 
These are members’ only articles so you will need to be logged in! 
 
 
 
 

http://mandrillapp.com/track/click/30003297/tapestry.info?p=eyJzIjoianJqR2Z6M294S0JKUVBDdGhCVFdCVVNpZ0drIiwidiI6MSwicCI6IntcInVcIjozMDAwMzI5NyxcInZcIjoxLFwidXJsXCI6XCJodHRwczpcXFwvXFxcL3RhcGVzdHJ5LmluZm9cXFwvXCIsXCJpZFwiOlwiOTdhZGI2ZWJjNmU5NGRmN2E2ZDAyN2MzY2Y4YjdlNDNcIixcInVybF9pZHNcIjpbXCI1Yzk5MWQ1MGFkNmMzZmE2NTBkMmQxYzZhNjczZjg0YzhiODMzOTQ3XCJdfSJ9


Northampton
shire 

Safeguarding 
Children 

Board 

Serious case reviews   
(for more information see the NSCB website) 
  
All professionals working with children in Northamptonshire should be aware of what 
Serious Case Reviews are, how they're carried out and how SCR findings are used.  
 
What is a 'Serious Case Review' (SCR) and what triggers a SCR? 
 
The function of Local Safeguarding Children Boards, including the requirement to undertake 
reviews of serious cases in specified circumstances, is set out in Regulation 5 (1) (e) and (2) 
of the Local Safeguarding Children Boards Regulations 2006: 
1. (e) Undertaking reviews of serious cases and advising the authority and their Board partners on 
lessons to be learned. 
2. For the purposes of paragraph 1 (e), a serious case is one where: 
(a) abuse or neglect of a child is known or suspected; and 
(b) either (i) the child has died; 
or (ii) the child has been seriously harmed and there is cause for concern as to the way in which the 
authority, their Board partners or other relevant persons have worked together to safeguard the 
child. 
SCRs look at how local professionals and organisations worked together to safeguard the child or 
young person at the centre of the review. It may also look at how they are working with other 
children in the immediate family. The review considers what has happened, what lessons can be 
learned for the future and what changes may need to be made. It is not a criminal investigation or 
Public Enquiry and its aim is not to apportion blame but to ensure that organisations learn lessons to 
help them keep children safe in the future.  

 
How are SCRs carried out? 
SCRs are led by an independent reviewer with no connection to the case under review or to the 
organisations whose actions are being reviewed. Professionals involved with the child or family in 
the case are fully involved in reviews. They are invited to contribute their perspectives without fear 
of being blamed for actions they took in good faith. 
Families are also invited to contribute to reviews. It should be made clear to them how they are 
going to be involved and their expectations should be managed appropriately and sensitively. This is 
important for ensuring that the child is at the centre of the process. 
SCRs should be conducted in a way which:    

 Recognises the complex circumstances in which professionals work together to 
safeguard children; 

 Seeks to understand precisely who did what and the underlying reasons that led 
individuals and organisations to act as they did; 

 Seeks to understand practice from the viewpoint of the individuals and organisations 
involved at the time rather than using hindsight;   

 Is transparent about the way data is collected and analysed; and 

 Makes use of relevant research and case evidence to inform the findings. 

  
What have we learned from SCRs in Northamptonshire? 
Recent SCRs have identified issues such as: 

Lack of : 
Analysis of historical information 
Robust planning and effective communication within and between agencies 
Recognition of the vulnerabilities of babies and young mothers 
Assessment of fathers or recognition of the role they plan in the family, even if 'absent' 
Risk assessment of 'family' members 
 
Other issues include:  

 Little evidence of the child's voice, i.e. what was it like to be a child in that family? 

 Sleeping arrangements not seen or discussed 



 Disguised compliance and focus on adult needs 

 Assumptions about professional's roles made and not challenged 

 Child Protection Plans not SMART (Specific, Measurable, Achievable, Realistic and 
Timely) 
 

Training opportunities  
A programme of thematic workshops on different topics that includes learning from 
relevant SCRs is run on behalf of NSCB by Barnardo's and can be booked online.   
See Barnardo's training schedule to book and see upcoming sessions.  
 

Early Help 
Clinics 

 

We are delighted that the Northamptonshire Early Help Clinics are back for another round 
of practical, locality based early help support. Designed for front line practitioners, this 
round of clinics will focus on the early help offer, what early help services are available and 
how to access them, and an introduction to matching needs to services. It is also your 
opportunity to say what’s working well for you in early help in your locality and what needs 
improving.  
 
To book, please click the link below. Places are limited and early booking is advised. We look 
forward to seeing at a clinic soon”.  
Daventry- https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/early-help-clinic-daventry-tickets-21447942373 

East Northants- https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/early-help-clinic-east-northants-tickets-

21447789917 

Towcester- https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/early-help-clinic-towcester-tickets 

21448103856 

New 2 year 
old places 
Trajectory 

Funding 
programme-

an update 
 

This funding stream has been provided with some additional funds and will therefore once 
again be open from 22.02.2016 for new applications for amounts up to £20,000 to support 
the development of new places for two year olds. 
The grant can be used in a variety of ways which might include small construction jobs or 
buying equipment or resources, printing marketing materials or covering staff costs to 
enable a member of staff to develop this new provision or attend training. 
All projects that enable new places to be created where they are needed will be considered. 
Areas of greatest need for new places includes: Wellingborough town central, Northampton 
Eastern districts, Kettering town central and eastern areas. 
In most cases, but not exclusively, grant awards provided under this programme will be 
focused on these areas but even if you are in a medium priority area and you are aware of 2 
year olds that meet the criteria for a funded place and there appears to be insufficient 
places for them you may be successful in your application. 
The ‘Two year old places grant application’ form is still available on the NCC website 
together with some guidance which will support you in your application. 
Should you wish to initially discuss this with a member of the Early Years improvement 
team then please contact your setting improvement adviser or Pauline O’Neill 
poneill@northamptonshire.gov.uk 

PLEASE NOTE THIS FUND WILL CLOSE TO ALL APPLICATIONS ON FRIDAY 18th MARCH 2016. 
ALL APPLICATIONS RECEIVED BY THIS DATE WILL BE REVIEWED AND ASSESSED WITHIN 
TWO WEEKS OF THE CLOSING DATE AND APPLICANTS NOTIFIED OF THE OUTCOME 
WITHIN FOUR WEEKS OF THE CLOSING DATE. THIS FUNDING STREAM WILL BE THEN FULLY 
DEVOLVED 

Criteria 

1. a) Settings must be Ofsted registered with a quality assessment of “outstanding” or 
“good” 

b) Settings with a “satisfactory” or “requires improvement” grading will need to 

http://northamptonshirescb.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=09b03b685274b3372f74e0e7b&id=bcd13322f8&e=ea6ed3ffb9
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/early-help-clinic-daventry-tickets-21447942373
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/early-help-clinic-east-northants-tickets-21447789917
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/early-help-clinic-east-northants-tickets-21447789917
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/early-help-clinic-towcester-tickets%2021448103856
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/early-help-clinic-towcester-tickets%2021448103856
mailto:poneill@northamptonshire.gov.uk


engage with the schools improvement team to:  

 work towards raising the quality of provision and experiences for all 
children with particular regard to two year olds. 

 enable staff to attend the “Let them be Two” training course and 
implement the good practice from this course. 

 agree that the management of the setting will participate in a Quality 
Improvement initiative for Leading and Managing Two year olds in the 
setting.  

 where satisfactory or requires improvement settings have attended as 
above and are waiting for an Ofsted inspection, they will need to 
demonstrate that actions identified in the training are complete or good 
progress is being made and recorded in the Note of Visit by the Setting 
Improvement Contact. Also they should attend Ofsted Getting to Good 
seminars together with any LA follow up initiative. 

c) Any setting rated “inadequate” will not be eligible for this grant award.   
2. The application should clearly detail how any money awarded will be spent to 

increase the availability of places for 2 year olds and how many additional places 
will be created. 

3. NCC reserves the right to reclaim any funding that is not spent in accordance with the 
application. 

4. Applicants must submit the latest set of formal accounts for the setting (audited 
where required) being no more than 12 months old.  

5. Successful applicants may be required to take part in audit or evaluation. 
6. NCC will not fund any projects retrospectively 
7. Assessment of applications under this scheme will be based on the following criteria: 

 the need for 2  year old places in the area 

 the accessibility of places offered 

 the prospects for long term sustainability of places (which would 
include ensuring 3 year old places are sufficient for the 2 year old 
places created) 

8. All grant awards are subject to the availability of funding. 
Notes on successful applications 

The next step, if you are interested in applying, is to complete and submit the application 
form.  
 
For information successful applications will: 

 provide detail about how the money awarded will be spent to create new places 

 demonstrate how the plan ensures that provision will be of high quality and age and 
stage appropriate 

 be fully completed, signed and dated 
 
There is no requirement to submit additional documentation to support your application 
but evidence may be submitted if you feel it will be beneficial to your application.   
 
You may want to consider how you will demonstrate how you could engage parents and 
how you will ensure staff are trained and competent to deliver high quality care and 
learning for 2 year olds. 
 
If you have additional funds to contribute to your project please provide details in the 
section provided. 
 



 

Inclusion 
 

SNIX newsletter 

http://www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/en/councilservices/children/disabled-

children/Pages/snix.aspx 

Early Years SEND Premium    

Just a reminder, please only apply for SEND premium on your headcount form IF the child 
concerned has been referred through the Early Years Panel and found to be eligible. On the 
last headcount claims were made for 86 children who were not eligible and all had to be 
checked manually! Thank you. 
 

SEN Premium is for funded 3 and 4 year olds who meet the eligibility.   Eligible children will 
be those whose needs have been agreed by the Early Years Panel as being in line with 
“Specific Individual support” or “Higher Needs” as defined in Northamptonshire County 
Council’s Special Educational Needs Descriptors document and summarised in the green 
and purple sections of the Early Years SEN descriptor mind maps. The descriptors and mind 
maps can be located on High Needs web page below. 
 highneedsfundinginformation.aspx  

Health Promotion Resource Unit 

Might you be able to borrow some resources to help you in your work, take a look at the Health 

Promotion Resource unit  and see what you can find.... 

Full details about who can join the HRPU and the processes for booking resources for loan are also 

on this link 

http://www3.northamptonshire.gov.uk/councilservices/health/health-promotion-resource-

unit/Pages/default.aspx 

Here is just one example of things you may find: 

You and your little child 

Agenda for the Inclusion network meetings in March 2016; 

 Provision Mapping workshop - What is it and how can it support you? 

 Local offer update 

 Northamptonshire update on SEND, Portage SEND Early Years Team 

 Your opportunity to feedback on training offer 

 Networking and sharing good practice 
Reminder that you can book two places on the March network meeting for both manager 

and SENCo 

Spring Term Date Time Venue TBC 

Northampton 
 

15th March 
2016 

1.15-3.15 Saints 

Daventry and South 
 

17th March 
2016 

1.15-3.15 Towcester Rugby 
football club 

Wellingborough and East 
 

22nd March 
2016 

1.15-3.15 Wellingborough 
Museum 

Kettering and Corby 
 

24th March 
2016 

1.15-3.15 Kettering Conference 
Centre 

 

http://www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/en/councilservices/children/disabled-children/Pages/snix.aspx
http://www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/en/councilservices/children/disabled-children/Pages/snix.aspx
http://www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/en/councilservices/educationandlearning/services/schlfin/pages/highneedsfundinginformation.aspx
http://www3.northamptonshire.gov.uk/councilservices/health/health-promotion-resource-unit/Pages/default.aspx
http://www3.northamptonshire.gov.uk/councilservices/health/health-promotion-resource-unit/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.librarycatalogue.northamptonshire.gov.uk/web/hpru/results?p_p_state=normal&p_p_lifecycle=1&p_p_action=1&p_p_id=crDetailWicket_WAR_arenaportlets&p_p_col_count=1&p_p_col_id=_118_INSTANCE_6Osm__column-3&p_p_mode=view&back_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.librarycatalogue.northamptonshire.gov.uk%2Fweb%2Fhpru%2Fsearch%3Fp_p_id%3DsearchResult_WAR_arenaportlets%26p_p_lifecycle%3D1%26p_p_state%3Dnormal%26p_p_mode%3Dview%26p_p_col_id%3D_118_INSTANCE_6Osm__column-3%26p_p_col_count%3D1%26facet_queries%3D%26query_filter%3DorganisationId%253AAUK000256%257C5%26search_item_no%3D0%26sort_advice%3Dfield%253DRelevance%2526direction%253DDescending%26arena_member_id%3D42424041%26agency_name%3DAUK000256%26search_type%3Dsolr%26search_query%3Dyour%2Bchild&facet_queries=&query_filter=organisationId%3AAUK000256%7C5&search_item_no=0&sort_advice=field%3DRelevance%26direction%3DDescending&search_type=solr&search_query=your+child&arena_member_id=42424041&search_item_id=BX00059376&agency_name=AUK000256


 

Inclusion Network Meetings 

The agenda will be confirmed in April and May bulletin 

Summer Term Date Time Venue TBC 

Northampton 
 

21st June 
2016 

1.15-3.15 Saints 

Daventry and South 
 

23rd June 
2016 

1.15-3.15 Towcester Rugby 
football club 

Wellingborough and East 
 

28th June 
 2016 

1.15-3.15 Wellingborough 
Museum 

Kettering and Corby 
 

30th June 
 2016 

1.15-3.15 Kettering Conference 
Centre 

 

NIMP It’s not too late to join NIMP (Northamptonshire Inclusion Mentoring Partnership! 
 
Training currently on offer; 

Date Venue Training 

14/03/2016 Headlands Primary School NN3 2 
NS. 

Behaviour Management 

 

Plus we will be offering a whole day training event. This will be a very exciting day, a chance 
for networking and different speakers on hand for advice. 
 
The cost? 
 £10 to allow two people from your setting to come along to each event, to gain skills from 
qualified trainers, network between other SENCO’s in your area and have access to all skilled and 
qualified SENCO’s in the NIMP who can offer advice and support all year round. 

Please contact info@nimp.org.uk or visit our website www.nimp.org.uk for more 

information and a membership form. 

NIMP Flyer V3 March 
2015.pdf

 

Narrowing 
The Gap 

Have you seen the Person centred Planning Training which is fully funded? 

This one day multi agency training will support practitioners to develop the skills to use 
person centred practices when working with children and young people with special 
educational needs and disabilities (SEND) and their families. 

Training dates available in March, April and May 2016. Book early via link below! 

Who it is for? 

Practitioners across Education, Health and Social Care who work with children/young 
people with SEND. 
Parents and carers of children/young people with SEND 

 
What you can expect to learn? 
The training will support practitioners to develop tools to prepare a one page profile and 
develop the skills to use person centred practices when working with children and young people 
with SEND and their families.  

mailto:info@nimp.org.uk
http://www.nimp.org.uk/


 
After completing this course, participants will be able to: 
- Ensure the child/young person is kept at the centre of the planning process by creating a clear, 
accessible & common language between all involved. 
- Have a clear understanding around what is truly important to the child/young person and what 
good support looks like for them. 
- Encourage services and families to be aspirational and co create priorities for change, working 
towards outcomes that matter to the child and their family to enable them to have good life 
chances 
- Ensure that people are supported to be creative about how they write and meet the outcomes, 
breaking out of traditional responses to need. 
- Be equipped with a robust person centred process to monitor and review outcomes and keep EHC 
plans updated and used. 

Please use the link below to book onto an available course  

http://www.lgss.co.uk/Services/traininganddevelopment/Pages/trainingcourses2.aspx?tu=

11&term=Person Centred Practice Training - Education Health and Care 

Person centred planning will support you in completing the All About Me section of the 
Transition documents that were revised by a working party of practitioners and recently 
updated.  

 

http://www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/en/councilservices/children/early-learning-

childcare/Pages/eyfs.aspx 

Information 
for Voluntary 

Managed 
Settings 

No excuse for not filing accounts – Say’s Charity Commission 
 

 Nearly one-third of charities’ accounts filed of are of ‘unacceptable quality’. 
 Filing accounts is key to transparency and public trust in charities. 

 
The Charity Commission has published a sample of excuses given by charities not filing their 
accounts on time. Despite all charities with income over £25,000 being required to submit 
accounts, thousands are in default. Excuses received by the commission include: “I don’t 
have access to the internet” [sent via email], “I’m not involved with this charity’s 
requirements, I am a trustee”; and “I already did it…last year”. 
 
Research undertook by the Charity Commission earlier in 2015 found that 32 percent of 
accounts submitted were not of ‘adequate quality’ in the 12 months up to 31 March 2013 – 
based on a random sample.  
 
If a charity’s income is over £25,000, accounts must be filed with the commission. Failure to 
do so indicates a lack of transparency on the part of the charity. It may affect the charity’s 
reputation and in extreme cases can jeopardise trust in charity as a whole.  Do not wait until 
you approach the 10 month deadline to submit your returns; when you have the 
documents, end of year accounts and changes to the committee, submit them. 

http://www.lgss.co.uk/Services/traininganddevelopment/Pages/trainingcourses2.aspx?tu=11&term=Person%20Centred%20Practice%20Training%20-%20Education%20Health%20and%20Care
http://www.lgss.co.uk/Services/traininganddevelopment/Pages/trainingcourses2.aspx?tu=11&term=Person%20Centred%20Practice%20Training%20-%20Education%20Health%20and%20Care
http://www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/en/councilservices/children/early-learning-childcare/Pages/eyfs.aspx
http://www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/en/councilservices/children/early-learning-childcare/Pages/eyfs.aspx


 News for all Settings managed by Committees 
 
Northamptonshire County Council’s (NCC) current contract to provide support to Voluntary 
Managed Committee (VMC) led settings expires at the end of March. As you will know this 
work has been excellently provided by Hempsall Consultancies Limited for the last 10 years.   
 
In accordance with the Council’s procurement policy, however, NCC is required to advertise 
and seek quotations for the support that will be available to VMC led settings as from 1 
April. Hempsall Consultancies along with any other provider with the requisite experience 
can apply to work with NCC to provide this support which will be slightly different in nature 
to the present arrangements. This process is currently underway and NCC will advise all 
VMC led settings of the new arrangements as soon as they are known which, we hope, will 
be by early next month.  
 
In the meantime if there are any queries please do get in touch.     
 
Richard Ellis 
Business Support Officer 
Tel: 01604 367159 

Email: rellis@northamptonshire.gov.uk 

 

 
 

Training Opportunities 
 

Northamptonshire 
Early Years Well-
being and Mental 
Health workshops 

Sunley Management Centre , Northampton  1-3.30 or  4-6.30 pm 

April 26th 2016 

Supporting children’s emotional wellbeing through emotion coaching-  Dr Janet 

Rose  

Dr Janet Rose is a Principal Lecturer for Early Childhood Education at Bath Spa 

University 

Workshop content:  

This workshop focuses on how early years practitioners can support children’s 
emotional wellbeing in their settings.  It provides you with a key strategy for 
everyday practice - Emotion Coaching.  This is an evidence-based tool for supporting 
children’s resilience and pro-social behaviour.  Emotion coaching helps children to 
become more aware of their emotions and to manage their own. Emotion coaching 
techniques are grounded in neuro-scientific research and attachment theory.  
 
Please send booking to earlyyearsimprovement@northamptonshire.gov.uk stating which 
session you would like to attend: 
 
1-3.30pm session EYWFD1a 

4-6.30pm session EYWFD1b 

 

mailto:rellis@northamptonshire.gov.uk
mailto:earlyyearsimprovement@northamptonshire.gov.uk


Course Code   

Course Venue   

Course Date   

Setting Name   

Setting Address   

Setting e-mail and 

telephone no. 

 

 

Safeguarding 

training 

 

Early Years Advisory team safeguarding training  

Practitioners must have a training ID number to be able to book the course below. 
New dates to be released shortly. 
 
Safeguarding Refresher training – 3 hour course. Limited to two applicants per 
setting per course .Alternatively practitioners can access the NSCB on line refresher 
course.  
 
To book visit: 

:http://www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/en/councilservices/EducationandLearning/se

rvices/cpd/pages/niaseven.aspx?ct=sr&tu=  

Courses are fully funded but terms and conditions apply. Cancellation or non 

attendance charges are in place. 

Northamptonshire Safeguarding Children Board  

Visit the website below for information on significant policy changes, serious case 
review learning, leaflets and face to face training courses. 

www.northamptonshirescb.org.uk  

NSCB ELearning courses - available through the Safeguarding E-Academy. 
Practitioners working in Northamptonshire can access over 30 courses to enable 
them to increase awareness on a variety of subjects to enable them to safeguard 
children and young people in Northamptonshire. Now includes Safeguarding 
Refresher training  

NSCB-elearning-catal
ogue.docx

 

DEEL DEEL Communication Champions are welcome to attend the following sessions 
based on developing SLC in the Outdoor environment. 

 

Session Content Code Date Time Venue Booking open 

DEEL 
Session 

4 

Outdoor 
DEEL 

C2 
DEEL4a 

Tuesday 19th April 9.15a.m. 
– 12.15 

Brixworth  
Country Park 

9th November 

C2 
DEEL4b 

Wednesday 20th 
April 

9.15a.m. 
– 12.15 

Fermyn Woods 
Country Park 

C2 
DEEL4c 

Thursday 10th 
March TBC 

9.15a.m. 
– 12.15 

Everdon  
Outdoor learning Centre TBC 

http://www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/en/councilservices/EducationandLearning/services/cpd/pages/niaseven.aspx?ct=sr&tu
http://www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/en/councilservices/EducationandLearning/services/cpd/pages/niaseven.aspx?ct=sr&tu
http://www.northamptonshirescb.org.uk/


C2 
DEEL4d 

Friday 22nd April 9.15a.m. 
– 12.15 

Irchester  
Country Park 

DEEL  
Session 

5 

Review of 
DEEL.  This 
should be 

attended by 
all DEEL 

Communicati
on 

Champions 

C2 
DEEL5a 

Wednesday 15th 
June 

9.15 – 
12.15p.m. 

Kettering Conf.  
Centre 

9th November 

C2 
DEEL5b 

Wednesday 15th 
June 

1.30 – 
4.30p.m. 

Kettering Conf.  
Centre 

C2 
DEEL5c 

Wednesday 22nd 
June 

9.15 – 
12.15p.m. 

Sunley Centre 
Northampton 

C2 
DEEL5d 

Wednesday 22nd 
June 

1.30 – 
4.30p.m. 

Sunley Centre 
Northampton 

 
How to make a Booking: 
The session that your Communication Champion wishes to attend must be booked 

in advance through e-mailing into the Early Years Team at 
earlyyearsimprovement@northamptonshire.gov.uk  FAO: Anuncia Khan 

Please book your place by indicating: 

Course Code  

Course Venue  

Course Date  

Setting Name  

Setting Address  

Setting e-mail and 

telephone no. 

 

Name of Communication 
Champion attending 

 

Settings may cut and paste this table into their e-mail, or just ensure that all this 
information is in the body of the e-mail. 
 

Please remember that DEEL Communication Champions are able to attend NNSP 
DEEL Courses as part of their support and will need to use the DEEL Voucher they 

had either last year or this. 
 

First  Aid Training 

FINAL DATES.PDF

 
Forest School 

Sessions 
Forest School Level 3 Leader Qualification - Funded by Early Years 

Are you interested in setting up your own forest school? Everdon is offering the Forest 

School Leader training course aimed at people who wish to lead and manage a Forest 

School. The course will be based at the Everdon Activities Centre near Daventry. This is 

a nationally recognised course which has been developed with the emphasis on 

the knowledge and skills needed for running a Forest School programme. 

It aims to build in the practical skills needed alongside the theories which support 
them and are delivered using the Forest School ethos. 

Course requirements:  

Enables learners to gain the skills and knowledge required to plan and lead Forest School 

programmes. 

Participants should:  

 Be able to attend all the training and assessment days 

mailto:earlyyearsimprovement@northamptonshire.gov.uk
http://www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/OutdoorLearning/Centres/Everdon/Pages/forest-schools.aspx


 hold a level 3 qualification in childcare or a similar area of work or a teaching 
qualification. Other levels of qualification and experience may be considered, please 
contact us to discuss this. 

 work in an Ofsted registered early years setting in Northamptonshire 
 be working for a minimum of 10 hours paid employment 
 hold a current DBS (CRB) check.  
 hold a current first aid certificate, which includes paediatric elements (if 

appropriate) and outdoor elements (a course can be arranged if you do not 
currently have this qualification).  

 have an area of woodland or natural wooded environment about the size of half an 
acre (half a football pitch), that you have the landowner's approval to use, to set up 
a permanent Forest School site for use all year round which must be in place before 
applying. This will need to be verified by your tutor before enrolling on the course.  

 Be able to complete private study time of up to 120 hours.  
 be aged 21 or over. 
 Adhere to the Principles and Criteria for Good Practice set out by the Forest School 

Association, the National Body 

Course outline  
5 days training sessions including practical sessions in an outdoor setting, all of 
which will need to be attended: Tuesday 19th April, Tuesday 26th April, Tuesday 24th 
May, Friday 17th June, Friday 24th June. 5 days of assessment sessions Monday to 
Friday 9.00am – 5.00pm 7th – 11th November 2016.  

Completion of an initial six week Forest School programme at your own site.  

120 hours of private study and completion of a portfolio of evidence and written 
assignments. (Please note that there is a lot of written work associated with this 
qualification and you must ensure your candidate is aware of that and be willing to 
support them through the process). 
 
Application Process 
Completion of the application form which should be returned to Alison Crowther, 
Everdon Outdoor Learning Centre, The Old School, Everdon, Northants. NN11 3BL or 
email acrowther@northamptonshire.gov.uk. 
Your woodland area will then need to be checked out to ensure it is appropriate 
before your application is sent on to Early Years for approval. 
Once your Grant has been approved we will then contact you with instructions for 
joining the course. 
If the learner does not complete a funded course, the setting will be invoiced for 
the cost of the course. 
 

FS Level 3  Course 
booking form - Early Years Grant.doc

 
 

Northampton 
Town and County 
Teaching School 

Alliance 

The Northampton Town and County Teaching School Alliance have teamed up with 
Early Excellence to provide an unmissable programme of paid for Professional 
Development for Early Years providers.  To access this opportunity, open the 

embedded article and book on! 
Our 3 day suite of professional development covers the following: 
Day 1—Enhancing the Physical, Speech and Language development of children 
Day 2—Exploring early writing through mark making 
Day 3—From mark making to writing including ‘extended writing’ 
Early Excellence will also set up an interactive writing area to model best practice. 
 
On completion of the 3 day programme and the submission of an impact evaluation, 

mailto:acrowther@northamptonshire.gov.uk


providers will be paid £150 for the attendance of their staff as a contribution 
towards the costs incurred in attending the training. 
Initially 25 fully funded places are available for each suite of 3 day training. 
 
These will be strictly limited to one per Early Years provider 
 

Developing early 
writing.pdf

 
Summer term: April 26th, May 24th, June 28th  
VENUE DETAILS TO BE CONFIRMED  
To book and for further information, contact: kcummings@nsb.northants.sch.uk 
 

University of 
Northampton 

Foundation Degree in Early Years Free Taster Sessions 
 
Learning is based on what you do in the work place. The Foundation Degree is the 
first step to an Honours Degree in Early Childhood Studies. 
 
FREE Taster Sessions on: 
 
Friday 15 April 
10am until 1pm at Sulgrave Building, Park Campus, The University of Northampton 
 
Saturday 11 June 
10am until 1pm at Sulgrave Building, Park Campus, The University of Northampton 
 
About the day: 
Claim up to £40 per person per setting for supply cover to enable you to attend 
Join in practical activities 
Get advice and guidance on how to complete a UCAS application form 
Refreshments will be provided 
 
This degree recognises your knowledge and experience as a practitioner.  
 
The programme provides a sound theoretical and practice-related knowledge base for those 
working with young children from birth to age five, including children’s rights and cultural 
contexts, child health and wellbeing, child development and the principles of inclusive 
practice.  
 
The University of Northampton has an outstanding reputation for the quality of its 
education and training programme for teachers and other professionals who work with 
young children. Our expert inter-disciplinary teams of tutors, mentors and assessors are 
committed to making your course interesting and accessible.  
 
Booking in advance is essential if you wish to attend one of these events – please email Amy 
Bridges on amy.bridges@northampton.ac.uk or call 01604 893606 if you would like to book 
a place or find out more about the Taster Days or the Foundation Degree itself. 

Foundation Degree 
in Early Years Free Taster Sessions.docx

 
 
The Early Years Team - School of Education 

 

Northampton-
shire Nursery 

School Partnership 

The NNSP provides a programme of bespoke learning and development 
opportunities and support for the Professional Development of all Early Years 
Practitioners working across the EYFS in nursery schools, primary schools, 

mailto:kcummings@nsb.northants.sch.uk
http://northampton.hobsons.co.uk/admin/Communications/ClickThru.aspx?qs=wb%2bONTSL9lkHzwts%2bCbu%2ba4gbvJroWkZMklJQCObH0S6gDiWi51ilbhq0FQ4qcug
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mailto:amy.bridges@northampton.ac.uk?subject=Foundation%20Degree%20in%20Early%20Years


 
 

preschools, after school clubs, child-minders, Children centres and day nurseries 
spanning across the county. 
Please contact us for further information, booking@nnsp.co.uk 
 

Don’t forget to attend if you have booked a place.... 

NNSP Annual Conference, Tuesday 8th March 2016, 5.00 – 9.00pm Marriott Hotel, Eagle 

Drive, Northampton. 

Every Child a Mover: Providing young children with the physical experiences they need. 

Keynote speaker – Jan White  

Please note this coference is now FULL 

Solihull Approach 
Foundation 

Course 
Solihull Approach 2 

day Foundation Courses Flyer Kettering 2015-16 Revised.doc
 

Overseas 
Qualifications 

Do you have staff with overseas qualifications?  UK NARIC is the designated United Kingdom 

national agency for the recognition and comparison of international qualifications and skills.  

It performs this official function on behalf of the UK Government. 

Individuals can submit an on online application for a qualification comparison.  A “statement 

of comparability” takes 10-15 working days and costs from £55.00. 

www.naric.org.uk 

 

 
 

Contacting Early Years Teams 
 

Accessing the 
EY Bulletin 

online 

If you have had any issues in opening any documents or pages in this bulletin, you 
can access all the information, embedded articles and this document as a PDF file at 

the following address: 
 

www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/eyfs or please open the link below: 
 

EYFS website Bulletin 
 

Which e-mail 
do I need? 

The e-mail addresses below will take you directly to the teams identified, so if you 
have a specific request e.g. training or a Funding enquiry, if you use the e-mail 
identified, you will connect straight to that team. 
 
 

E-mail addresses 

Early Years Improvement Team earlyyearsimprovement@northamptonshire.gov.
uk 

Early Years Workforce 
Development Team 

(for enquiries about training and 
qualifications) 

EarlyYearsWorkForce@northamptonshire.gov.uk 
 

Free Entitlement and Funded 
Early Learning 

(for all funding questions, 
Headcount questions) 

earlyyears@northamptonshire.gov.uk 
 
 
 

 

mailto:booking@nnsp.co.uk
http://www.naric.org.uk/
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EY Website All information for all Early Years Teams e.g. Funding information, EY Bulletin, 
Information about qualifications, EYFS Profile, Safeguarding,  Assessment, 2 Year Old 

information etc.  can be accessed through 
www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/eyfs 

 
 
 

http://www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/eyfs

