
       
 

Dear Occupier. 
Important information about road works in your area starting soon 

Kettering Junction Improvement 

Northampton Road, Sheep Street, Bowling Green Road, Station Road and Headlands 

Start date February 2016 to June 2016 

Duration – 14 weeks depending on weather. 

 

 

Why is this work happening? 

Kettering Borough Council and Northamptonshire Highways are working in partnership to 

implement town centre improvements at the Northampton Road, Sheep Street, Bowling 

Green Road, Station Road and Headlands junctions in Kettering. 

 

Road users in the area are aware that there is a high volume of traffic. However, after 

monitoring and counting traffic, it has been established that one of the reasons for this is that 

the traffic is unable to flow freely due to the many sets of traffic signals. By removing theses 

lights, whilst maintaining a dedicated safe crossing for pedestrians and cyclists, we believe 

the build-up of traffic and delays can be reduced.  

 

There is a heavy movement of traffic east west through the Northampton Road / 

Bowling Green Road junction and therefore there is a need to balance the needs of this 

Cross town movement with the requirement to cater for the important pedestrian movement 



       
 

to and from the Town Centre to the Station and Headlands. 

 

The main features of the scheme include: 

 Improved traffic flow. 

 A TOUCAN crossing to link the west and east side across Sheep Street to link the 

Headlands, the rail station to the town centre and all the facilities. 

 A toucan crossing is a type of pedestrian crossing that also allows bicycles to be 

ridden across. Since two–can, both pedestrians and cyclists, cross together, the 

name "toucan" was chosen. 

 Improved waiting times and simplified crossing facilities for pedestrians and cyclists.  

 The creation of a more pedestrian friendly space including the proposed removal of 

existing guard rails at crossing points. 

 Two drop kerb uncontrolled crossings points on The Headlands at the bus stop and 

at the Bowling Green Road end of the road. 

 The use of high quality paving materials on Sheep Street to enhance the area and to 

create more space for pedestrians and cyclists. 

 

Was there a consultation period? 

We have been working with Kettering Borough Council on developing this scheme. The 

changes were not put out to consultation but individual elements were legally noticed with a 

objection period. The public notice was advertised, specifically invited objection and 

comments to the implementation of the Toucan Crossing as proposed. The role and 

responsibility of the highways authority in dealing with this matter, is to consider the relevant 

points that have been raised to this change and not to review the impact of the wider junction 

improvement. 

 

We have listened to comments and made alterations. 

 Enhanced Cycle facilities linking to the Toucan Crossing, including a link from 

Headlands. 

 The introduction of ‘Keep Clear’ markings’ at the junctions of Sheep Street and 

Headlands. 

 The introduction of pedestrian guard rail at the top Station Road 

 

We have more pedestrian crossings now. Is one enough? 

We have monitored pedestrian usage and behaviour of pedestrians who use the crossings 

and this use varies throughout the day. At present there is a balance that is needed to be 

met between the car and the pedestrian and in meeting this balance unfortunately results in 

long wait times for pedestrians and congestion for drivers.  

We realise this is significant change for pedestrians who currently use the crossings and that 

the new road layout will require changes to current patterns. However, by providing a 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pedestrian_crossing
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bicycle
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Toucan


       
 

modern, dedicated cyclist and pedestrian facility that allows all users to cross safely will 

ultimately help to reduce pedestrian wait times, whilst also improving traffic flow.  

The Improvement 

Since the introduction of the restrictions within the Town Centre traffic wishing to gain 

access via Sheep Street has reduced significantly. The Public Realm enhancements 

recently carried out have given rise to the need to improve accessibility to and from the 

Station.  

 

The junction improvement comprises two priority junctions, Northampton Road / Sheep 

Street and Bowling Green Road / Headlands, with a signalised pedestrian crossing in 

between.  

 

The purpose of the proposed layout is to minimise the delay for the movement of 

traffic east west through the junction whilst maintaining the pedestrian movement to and 

from the Town Centre to the Rail Station and Headlands. 

 

In addition, essential maintenance is to be undertaken consisting of improvements to the 

road structure and resurfacing on Northampton Road. This will extend from the crossing at 

the bottom of the hill through to Bowling Green Road. The treatment will be extended into 

Headlands to complete the maintenance work undertaken last year. 

 

Hours of work 

The works are anticipated to commence on the 22nd February 2016 with a target completion 

date of the 3rd of June 2016. 

 Most of the work will take place during the day between 9.30am and 3.30pm. We 

work within these hours to minimise the disruption to traffic and maintain traffic flow. 

Some work will take place outside of these hours but these will be quieter works that 

will not disturb our neighbours. 

 There may be limited night working. Dates will be confirmed as the work progresses 

 Road closures will be utilised but will be kept to an absolute minimum 

 

What are we doing? 

 Week one – we will be setting up our compound at the top of Station Road. It will be 

intermittently closed to through traffic; access to properties will be maintained 



       
 

 Week two- we will start to remove the islands and the signals and install temporary 

signals and pedestrian crossing. Throughout the works programme access will be 

provided: 

o Access to nearby properties in the area will be maintained. Every effort will be 

made to limit the effect of these works on adjacent properties but it must be 

appreciated that some inconvenience will result. 

o Pedestrians and cyclists will continue to have access and temporary 

diversions will be in place.  

o The right hand turns into and out of Sheep Street and Headlands will be 

prohibited throughout the works. This will allow us to continue work, whilst 

minimising the need for temporary traffic signals. 

o A temporary controlled pedestrian crossing facility will be maintained until the 

new Toucan crossing is in place and operational. 

o During the works the bus stop at the top of Station Road will be closed, on 

Northampton Road and Headlands they will be relocated. 

Delays are likely and we ask that road users leave extra time for their journeys.  

 

After we have completed the scheme 

As part of the process of building any new road layout we carry out safety audits during and 

after completion. This allows us to monitor how the new junction is working and address any 

issues 

 

Communication 

We are frequently asked how we will communicate with residents, businesses and road 

users. There is a plan in place to inform people, as widely as possible, and we are 

committed to letting you know what is happening and when, and to inform you of any 

changes to our plans.  

 This factsheet is being distributed to residents and businesses in the area.  

 Direct contact with local businesses is already in progress. Communicating 

programme and addressing their needs and concerns. 

 Schools in the area have been provided with this fact sheet for students and parents.  

 We are liaising with the emergency services and emergency vehicle access will be 

maintained at all times.  

 We are talking to Stagecoach and Kettering train station. 

 Kettering Borough Council lead on PR but we are working with them to use the local 

media to keep you informed.   



       
 

 Electronic Visual Messaging Boards on main approaches in town are being 

programmed to inform people about the works. 

 Advance works signs will be put in place.  

 We use social media to update and direct users to information on the NCC website. 

Please follow us on Twitter @nnhighways.  

 To register for electronic updates and progress reports need to send an email to 

rmiller@kierwsp.co.uk. 

 Please use our Street Doctor service for all issues. This means they will be logged 

and dealt with appropriately. http://www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/streetdoctor 

 

Contacts 

Michael Gallagher or Steve Hames on 01604 883400 

Out of hours 07000 782112 

For more information go to www.northamptonshire.gov.uk. 

Follow us on Twitter @nnhighways 
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