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Communicating with us

The programme for January planned works is online 

now . You can find the newsletters and programme 

details on the website at northamptonshire.gov.uk.

Front cover image -  All Saints Church, Northampton at 

Christmas

Published by Northamptonshire Highways
To give us suggestions and feedback email 

Rebecca at rmiller@kierwsp.co.uk

Remember, you can report highway faults online with our 
Street Doctor service. 

www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/streetdoctor

If the fault is categorised as an emergency, our 
telephone number will be displayed so that you can call 

us instead. This enables us to prioritise the most 
dangerous hazards in the county.

Happy Christmas 
and have a lovely 

New Year. 
From all of us at 

Northamptonshire Highways
See you in 2016



Winter 2015
Welcome to our Winter Northamptonshire Highways 
newsletter, the publication that keeps you up to date 
about what is happening across the county in transport 
and highways.

We are a couple of weeks into our Christmas embargo. 
Still working to repair and maintain roads and providing 
transport services across the county.

However, annually, we continue work on the network 
but remove all works on the county council’s strategic 
routes to allow for the extra traffic from people going 
about their Christmas shopping.

This year the embargo started from Monday, December 
7th and will last until Monday January 4, 2016.

In this edition we report on activities during Road Safety 
week and look at how we work across communties to 
raise awareness of the issues faced. 

As always, your views are important to us and you can 
get in touch in many ways. 

We recommend all issues or defects regarding transport 
and highways are reported to Street Doctor. This service 
means your contact is logged and you will be able to 
track progress.

Available online and for mobile devices this is a great 
way to report anything you are concerned about. 

You can also find the newsletters and programme details 
together with detailed information on all of our the 
services  at www.northamptonshire.gov.uk.        
 
We would like to thank everyone for the interest you take 
in our services. 

It is very important to us to work with you and within 
local communities to improve the transport and 
highways services across the county. 

 

  

For more information on transport and 
highways and to read all the past newsletters 

and 
programmes, please go to  

www.northamptonshire.gov.uk

The highways team produce a programme of 
works on the network each year. A lot of factors 
determine the priority of a road on the list and 
include the state of the road’s surface, whether 
the road is actually failing structurally, the road 
classification, proximity of schools, hospitals or 
other vulnerable users.

The programmes are weather dependent and as 
a result we may need to change the schedule. 

Want to suggest an article? Just let me know 
and we will consider for the next edition. 

Welcome to the 

Winter 2015 

Northamptonshire 

Highway and 

Transport news

Rebecca Miller, communication manager 

 I hope you enjoy this edition and I look 
forward to bringing you the next one in 
March.

Tell us what you think at rmiller@kierwsp.co.uk

@nnhighways

@rsnorthants

@cyclenorthants



Highways

Sod cutting marks start 
of £32 million new road

Work on the A45 Daventry development link road has 
officially started with a sod-cutting ceremony officially 
launching construction work. 

The road will form a new 3.5mile long single 
carriageway which will improve transport links between 
the towns of Northampton and Daventry, and improve 
access between Daventry and the M1 motorway.

The Northamptonshire County Council project will 
also relieve communities in Flore, Weedon and Upper 
Heyford of through traffic as well as supporting future 
growth in the Daventry district. The first turf was cut by 
county council leader Cllr Jim Harker; leader of 
Daventry District Council Cllr Chris Millar; as well as lo-
cal villagers Wendy Amos and Duncan Shepherd, who 
represented the communities set to benefit.

The £32million project has been paid for through an 
innovative finance arrangement known as the 
Northamptonshire revolving infrastructure fund, which 
unites funding streams and sees local authorities, 
developers and contractors working together to put 
the money in place. This approach has been possible 
because of the county council funding the design, 
planning and implementation costs upfront. To kick-
start the scheme, Northamptonshire Enterprise 
Partnership provided £14million of government Growth 
Deal money, while Daventry District Council has played 
a key role in unlocking money that will come from the 
future development the road will allow.

Cllr Jim Harker, county council leader, said: “This is an 
important project in a number of ways including 
being essential to provide the adequate infrastructure 
to support future economic growth in the Daventry 
district. “However one of the big gains is for the villages 
for which this road will provide a bypass, as it will bring 
long-awaited relief to the heavy traffic that has passed 
through these communities for many years. 

“This hasn’t been an easy project to get started, mainly 
because of the lack of funding which is available for 
infrastructure projects nationally. “But we’ve 
managed to find a way – working with our partners to 
pool together finances for the project which will bring 
far-reaching benefits for many people in the county. 

Simon Lamb, Joint venture board director KierWSP 
said: “This project is hugely important, not only to local 
communities who have been campaigning a long time 
for the development but to the Northamptonshire 
economy as a whole.   KierWSP are proud to be working 
in partnership with Northamptonshire County Council 
and we are delighted we have been able to support 
this scheme which is so valuable to the community. 
The new road will unlock opportunities for investment, 
employment and development in the county.” 

Cllr Chris Millar, Leader of Daventry District Council, 
said: “This is a large investment for this Council, but it 
is crucial to the future development of Daventry that 
we have the link road in place. “Not only will it provide 
the long awaited traffic relief in the villages it bypasses, 
but it will also improve links between Daventry, the 
M1 and Northampton and assist in attracting further 
inward investment. “After many years of work to get to 
this position, we are delighted to see work start on this 
crucial project.”

Designed and constructed by KierWSP and Balfour 
Beatty, the link road will start at a new roundabout on 
the existing A45 between the settlements of Dodford 
and Weedon, to the east of Globe Farm. It will then pass 
to the north of the villages of Weedon, Flore and Upper 
Heyford before rejoining the A45 at a new roundabout 
between Upper Heyford and the M1 motorway at 
junction 16. 



Cllr Jim Harker,- Northamptonshire  
Duncan Shepherd, Wendy Amos 
and Cllr Chris Millar - Daventry 

cutting the sod



Fotheringhay bridge repaired

A bridge over the River Nene just outside the village of Fotheringhay had to closed sudently in November as it became 
unsafe.

Earlier this year the bridge was struck by a vehicle but we had been able to keep it open with safety barriers. However, 
the wet and blustery weather of late November made the structure unsafe and a closure was needed.

Specialists were required for this work but we were able to get them on site quickly and completed the repairs in two 
weeks.

When any of our highway asset is damaged by vehicles we work with authorities to reclaim the cost so that damage and 
resulting repairs do not eat into our budgets.



Northamptonshire Highways met with local residents 
and traders after works to repair a local ancient bridge 
started to affect local trade. 

The bridge, one of the main routes into Thrapston, was 
completely closed in October after it was realised that 
the scaffolding being used for repairs posed a safety risk 
to both traffic and the workforce.

The closure was necessary to undertake critical structural 
repairs to the listed structure utilising much specialised 
craftsmen and materials. 

Cllr Michael Clarke, county council cabinet member for 
transport, highways and environment, said: “Thrapston 
is a delightful market town with a real community spirit 
and wonderful independent shops that we must do our 
utmost to promote to both people in our county and to 
visitors from elsewhere.

“Thrapston is a 
delightful market 

town ”

Schemes

Originally the road closure was due to be in place until 
December, but we were able to double the number of 
stonemasons contracted to the job, due the cancellation of 
another project elsewhere.

Whilst the workers finished the bridge we worked with 
local traders on the run up to the Christmas Light Festival 
promoting the event and providing ‘Love Thrapston, Shop 
Local’ bags to the town. 

We were delighted when the final road block came off in 
time for the town’s Christmas lights spectacular on 
Saturday, November 28.

Collaborative 
working brings back
town’s sparkle



Getting around Farthinghoe
Northamptonshire Highwayshas just completed a consultaion on the possible bypass for the A422 at Farthinghoe.

This scheme has not been a priority for some years. However, safety problems in the village continue due to the road 
being too narrow for two HGVs to pass each other. This will be made worse by the level of development proposed in 
Banbury and Brackley.

We welcome your views. A consultation has already taken place in the village but we are running an online survey. 
Please go online to www.northamptonshire.gov.uk and let us know what you think until December 18th.

Options for improvement of the A422 through Farthinghoe together with alternative routes for a bypass were 
developed in the late 1980’s and early 1990’s. These were subject to extensive consultations through a number of
public exhibitions and direct correspondence within the village.

Initially, three routes were considered by Northamptonshire County Council and a route north of Farthinghoe was 
preferred. However, the public view was that alternative options locating routes further from the village should
be developed.

The outcome of a second public consultation showing two routes further from the village was that both options 
(one north and one south) were finely balanced and no clear favourite was evident.

A third consultation showing refinements to the outer routes concluded the southern route as the best engineering 
option and this was favoured by village residents. However, the northern route was favoured by most of the statutory 
consultees due to environmental concerns.

Schemes

Safety problems in the village continue due to 
the road being too narrow for two HGVs to pass 

each other



A northern route located some distance from the village was designated as the Preferred Route for Farthinghoe 
Bypass and a Planning Application was submitted in early 1994.

As part of the planning consultation process, the Farthinghoe Village Bypass Resident Action Committee promoted an 
alternative route option to the south of Farthinghoe. The lack of local support for the Preferred Route, the challenging 
issues with environmental concerns and the high cost resulted in the withdrawal of the Planning Application.

Current Options
Securing funding for a Farthinghoe Bypass would require evidence based on value for money, significant financial 
contributions from funding sources other than central government, the strategic importance of the route and
consideration of modal and regional balance.

Before considering adding a bypass to our programme of schemes, we need to find out whether there is support from 
the village for a scheme that is likely to be affordable.

2015 Southern Bypass
This route has an overall length of 2.2km. It would be a 7.3m wide single carriageway with 1.0m hard strips on both 
sides. The maximum gradient would be 3.7%.

One priority junction would provide access to the west of Farthinghoe and a staggered crossroads junction would 
provide access to the east. Both junctions would have a right turn provision to permit free flow of traffic on the A422.

Two minor roads south of Farthinghoe, the C22 and Clarke Lane, would pass over the A422 with no connections.

The maximum depth of cutting would be approximately 7.5m where it runs closest to the village. The maximum 
height of the embankment would be approximately 12.0m, located immediately to the west of the village.

2015 Northern Bypass

This route has an overall length of 2.3km. It would be a 7.3m wide single carriageway with 1.0m hard strips on both 
sides. The maximum gradient would be 5.0%.

Priority junctions would provide access east and west of Farthinghoe from the A422. Both junctions would have a 
right turn provision to permit free flow of traffic on the A422.

The Cockley Road would pass over the A422 with no connection and an over bridge would also be required to 
accommodate a farm access and bridleway.

There would be a significant imbalance from the deep cuttings and limited fill and therefore the significant excess of 
excavated material from the cut would be utilised to form a bund up to 5.0m in height. This would offer direct 
screening of the road from properties on the edge of the village. However, due to the topography of the landscape, 
these properties would lose views of the current open outlook.

Comparison
    Southern    Northern
Length     2.2km     2.3km
Estimated Cost    £10.7m    £11.4m
Properties <300m   121     34
Land Required    11.6Ha     11.3Ha
Over Bridges    2     2
Culverts    0     2
Junctions    3     2

The Way Forward

If there is a consensus from the village following this consultation exercise a report will be brought before the NCC 
Cabinet Committee, in spring 2016, seeking to add this road to the list of priority schemes.

Schemes

                    To keep up to date on transport and highways follow us on Twitter @nnhighways



November 23rd saw the start of Road Safety Week. Northamptonshire Highways work throughout the year with schools, 
businesses and individuals to raise awareness of road safety and how all road users can be safe when out and about.  

We kicked off the week by taking some of our gritters to Helmdon School to talk about winter and the importance of 
being bright and being seen when out and about. Following a fantastic response to our ‘Name our Gritters’ 
competitions all 26 of our gritters were named in November. This gave us a great opportunity to take the vehicles to 
schools and talk to children about the dangers on the roads. 

This year’s theme is ‘Drive Less, Live More’.  To encourage safer choices, we alos provided participating schools with 
hi -vis goodies and safety information. In addition we will be tackling inconsiderate parking outside schools and 
encourage parents to consider the financial, social and environmental benefits of driving less. 

Road Safety talks at primary and secondary schools across Northamptonshire were delivered by staff from police, fire 
and rescue and Highways in a multi-agency approach to road safety education.

On Wednesday 25th November, Duston school took part in a speed camera awareness day where pupils were 
educated on the danger of speeding and raising awareness that most collisions occur within 30 limits.

We are among thousands of communities, schools and organisations that have signed up for the UK’s flagship road 
safety event, to help make roads safer and enable everyone to get around without fear or threat.

Events and activities are take place across the county to raise awareness of safety for all road users and to highlight the 
dangers different groups may face. 

Road Safety Week, 23-29 November, coordinated by Brake, with the support of the Department for Transport and 
sponsors Specsavers and AIG. 

 

Road Safety



School parking 
problems 

highlighted
Parking problems around school sites in 
Northamptonshire were among the subjects being 
highlighted by road safety experts as part of national 
Road Safety Week.

Officers from the joint Safer Roads Team 
(Northamptonshire Police and Northamptonshire Fire 
and Rescue Service), and Northamptonshire Highways, 
gave road safety talks to school children, but guidance 
to parents, outside schools, to help address parking 
problems at the times of the day when pupils are 
dropped off and collected.

One of the schools involved is Bridgewater Primary 
School in Northampton, which is known to have 
experienced parking issues. Officers attended the 
school tomorrow (November 25th) in order to give a 
safety talk to pupils, to advise parents and hand out 
safer parking leaflets.

The aim of the project is to educate school children 
about road safety, to tackle inconsiderate parking 
outside schools, and persuade parents of the benefits 
of driving less.

Safety guidance was 
also given on 
subjects such as 
avoiding parking on 
zig-zag markings, 
choosing the safest 
places when crossing 
the road, and always 
allowing for emergency 
vehicle access.

During the school visits, 
the team’s members 
handed out high 
visibility arm bands, to 
help children be seen 
when they are out and 
about.

Other work with schools will include a speed camera 
awareness day in which officers will work with pupils to 
track the speed of passing traffic, in order to highlight 
the danger of speeding and to raise awareness that 
most collisions happen in areas where the speed limit is 
30mph.

Julie Brown, Road safety officer for Northamptonshire 
Highways, said: 

“Parking problems are such an issue for so many 
schools in the county, so we are using Road Safety Week 
as a good opportunity to engage with parents and raise 
awareness of some of the hazards for children and other 
pedestrians and drivers  if unsafe parking is practised in 
close proximity to schools.”

As a parish path warden you would 
need to walk the paths in your 

chosen parish at least once a year. 

Road Safety







Runners and cyclists

The Road Safety Week 2015 theme is about making our 
streets safer and more pleasant by encouraging people to 
‘Drive Less, Live More’. 

One of our major objectives is to get people to question how 
they travel and who them the alternative ways, whilst still 
feeling safe. 

Northamptonshire Highways linked with Northampton Road 
Runners for the scheme which aims to ensure runners and 
other road users are alert to the potential dangers. 

With over 94% of runners fearing for their safety when out 
on the roads Northamptonshire Highways launched a new 
campaign to urge drivers to ‘watch out for runners’. 

The team appealed to drivers to watch out and slow down for 
runners to help them feel more safe and to encourage more 
people to take up this great sport. 

One of the main priorities for Northamptonshire Highways 
and running clubs is to get Northamptonshire fitter but it is 
difficult to do if people are worried about being out on our 
roads. 

There is an onus on everybody to take care when using the 
roads and it is important that it remains accessible for all 
legitimate purposes.  We all want to promote safe use of the 
highway, particularly for vulnerable groups

In the last year we have also been promoting cycling with 
many local groups and the launch of our ‘Cycle Connect’ bike 
hire in Northampton. 

Cycle CoNNect is a 24 hour on-street bike hire service in 
Northampton, with bikes available to hire across the network 
at anytime, every day. cycleconnect.co.uk

The bicycles are fully adjustable for the comfort of all users 
and designed to be suitable to ride for casual and more 
experienced cyclists. They are all the same colour and 
designed to make them easily recognisable as Cycle CoNNect 
bicycles.

About 190 pedestrians and cyclists are killed or injured every 
day on UK roads. Deaths and injuries on the road rise dra-
matically among these vulnerable road users in the winter 
months, when they are less visible to drivers.

If you are a runner pedestrian or cyclist please make sure 
drivers can see you. It’s simple. Be Bright, Be Seen.

Road Safety



Road Safety

Give us a 
Brake!

Tailbacks, speed cameras and 
miles upon miles of 
coned-off motorway 
carriageway is enough to 
make even the most 
mild-mannered motorist lose 
his cool.

And, if there’s not a worker 
to be seen when they crawl 
slowly past the construction 
site, then this feeling of 
frustration is compounded 
many times over.

Northamptonshire Highways 
are very aware of the frustra-
tions drivers have. After all, we are all drivers and we are 
very sensitive to the criticism levelled at us by 
beleaguered motorists.

But...imagine sitting in your office or being in a class room 
and a vehicle came past you at speed. Scary!  It is for us. 

Despite the flashing lights, cones and hi-vis clothing, 
roadworkers are at the peril of unaware and careless 
drivers. 

Around 2,200 road accidents, where people are injured, 
occur UK wide every year at or in the vicinity of road 
works. Some of these incidents involve those working on 
the road. Road workers are there to ensure the roads are 
properly maintained and improved. Roadworks are a 
place of work, and the people there deserve just as much 
respect as you would want at work.

Northamptonshire Highways used the Road Safety week 
to raise awareness of the  ‘Give Us A Brake’  campaign 
designed to keep highways staff safe. We are noticing an 
increase in reports of near misses and have a 
responsibility to all our workers to send them home safe, 
every day.

The initiative reveals that workers can suffer verbal abuse 
with motorists often driving through roadworks 
recklessly.

On busy roads, day and night, in all weathers, they risk 
their lives improving our highways and keeping them 
open and safe for use.

Our gangs on the road have a code of conduct they must 
work to and, in return, they deserve respect.

When you see roadworks, please reduce your speed, drive 
with more care and keep them safe. Imagine being just 
feet away from a lorry as it hurtles by and you are 
working.”

Speed restrictions, cones, barriers, signs are there to 
protect us but equally to make travelling through works 
safe for the travelling public.   



You need to be home for Christmas

Tis the season to be jolly, but regional road safety campaign Road Respect is launching a hard-hitting drink driving 
campaign for Christmas to encourage drivers not be jolly behind the wheel. 

Nothamptonshire Highways are working with the Police to launch the ‘Be Home for Christmas’ campaign to focus on 
the fun of the holiday season and ensuring that everyone makes it home, with a call to all drivers about the hazards of 
drink driving.

For most people, Christmas is pictured as a time of happiness surrounded by family, friends and loved ones and 
nobody ever really thinks of it as anything else but that. Unfortunately, it doesn’t take much to change this whole 
situation forever.

One small decision could seriously change the way we see Christmas, and how we feel at this time of year because we 
decided that one more drink couldn’t hurt, or you don’t live too far away.

In the last 50 years road casualties caused by drink driving have fallen dramatically. However, there are still more than 
3,000 people being killed or injured annually in drink-drive crashes, with the numbers generally spiking over the 
Christmas period. – accounting for 14% of all road fatalities. 
By drinking and driving, you risk your life, those of your passengers and others on the road.

THINK! A second drink can double your chance of a fatal collision

The new campaign targets those who still think it’s okay to have ‘a couple’ of drinks before driving. The campaign 
shows scenarios where someone might consider having two drinks before driving or choose to drive after drinking 
and the deadly consequences that can occur.

Shockingly, it is not always the driver that ends up worse off. More people who were not drinking and driving are 
injured or killed by a drunk driver then they are themselves…

www.think.direct.gov.uk/drive

THINK! 
A second drink can double 

your chance of a 
fatal collision

Road Safety



Cycling for Charity

As part of our Wellbeing Week in 
October, a team of 13 riders from 
Northamptonshire Highways cycled a 
total of 500 miles alongside 16 riders 
from Balfour Beatty Street lighting 
team in aid of two very worthwhile 
local charities.

Circling Northampton on our Norbital 
cycle route the teams raised money 
for two well known, local causes - 
Gossett Baby Unit at Northampton 
General Hospital and Niamh’s Next 
Step.

We received some very generous 
donations from our supply chain and 
from many of our colleagues and raised £330 for Niamh’s next step and £245 for Gossett. Thank you to all involved. The 
generous donation from our supply chain bought the overall total raised by KierWSP and Balfour Beatty to £2000.

Norbital, is an 18 mile (29km) route which passes through residential, industrial and retail areas of the town. The route 
provides an alternative way for commuters to travel into the town and beat the traffic. Norbital leads cyclists around 
the town and also links to neighbouring cycle ways.

Built in 2011 it was funded from the government’s Community Infrastructure Fund, which built on the existing cycle 
infrastructure.

To follow in our ‘wheels’ and try the Norbital have a look at the route 
www.northamptonshire.gov.uk

Mother Christmas

Community

KierWSP and Northamptonshire Highways met up with Mother Christmas from Northamptonshire County Council 
earlier this month to discuss gifts for disadvantaged children.

The team chose to support this incredibly worthwhile charity and donate gifts to children across the county after a 
chance encounter at a recent council awards event.  

Mother Christmas, Jeanette Walsh, was shortlisted for her work for underprivileged children and for working tirelessly 
for years with local organisations to donate gifts for children and young adults. Jeanette has been co-ordinating the 
annual appeal for the past 14 years.

Mother Christmas said: “The fundraising from KierWSP has been amazing and the 
best from all the companies I work with. A mix of gifts and money means that we will 
be able to give 1000 children a present this year. I grew up in care myself and had 
similar gifts given to me when I was young, so I know exactly what a difference it can 
make.”

“It’s been truly amazing just how many gifts people have donated! You have, literally, 
made someone’s Christmas”

Karen MacLeavy from Northamptonshire Highways said: “We are delighted to 
support this incredibly worthwhile charity and to have donated gifts for children 
across the county.  The work Mother Christmas does with underprivileged children is 
exceptional.”

Hundreds of gifts, including dozens of soft toys, dolls, jewellery, toiletry sets and 
vouchers for the teenagers, who so often get forgotten at this time, will be sent to 
people, some of whom are in care or hostels, across Northamptonshire.



Top award for Saint

A radical new way of running Northamptonshire County Council’s highways and transport services has brought 
ongoing savings of millions of pounds – and won a top award.

The victory for Northamptonshire Highways came in the Highways Partnership Award 2015 at the Highway Excellence 
Awards for Project SAINT and the Journey to Northamptonshire Highways.

The project emerged from the excellent working relationship which NCC and Kier WSP have developed since KierWSP 
started delivering integrated highways services to the council under the Highways Services Contract in 2008. This 
relationship continues to exhibit high levels of collaboration, trust and respect.

Project SAINT set out to achieve:

•	 Savings - £2.2m savings over the 2012-13, 2013-14 and 2014-15 years
•	 A smaller, enabling, commissioning council
•	 An agile, responsive service provider delivering deeper and broader services
•	 No discernible reduction in front line services

KierWSP communication manager Rebecca Miller was at the ceremony to pick up the award and said:  “The whole 
team is delighted. The standard was very high and there were four shortlisted including the Midlands Highway 
Alliance/AECOM team for the Professional Services Partnership,  Bristol City/Bristol Water/Virgin media/Western Power  
and London Borough of Camden/ Westminster Council /English Heritage.”

Northamptonshire Highways was recognised for creating a new, efficient service which has increased performance 
while delivering £2.2million savings annually since its inception in 2012/2013.

Cllr Michael Clarke, county council cabinet member for transport, highways and environment, said: 

“Northamptonshire Highways is performing remarkably well with improved performance and an increase in public 
satisfaction all down to the strength and trust in this unique partnership.

“I’m proud of everyone in the Northamptonshire Highways team for all of their hard work and commitment and 
would like to thank them for doing such an excellent job.

“To receive national recognition for Northamptonshire Highways is great news and shows that we are leading the way 
in our county with regard to how transport and highways services are delivered.

Get the latest roadwork information to help plan journeys at roadworks.org

Success

TV personality, Gaby Roslin, presented 
the award to Rebecca Miller, 

Mike Steward, Debbie Taylor Bond 
and 

Louise McCann from 
Northamptonshire Nighways



Get the latest roadwork information to help plan journeys at roadworks.org

Northamptonshire recognised for 

making 

development viable

Northamptonshire County Council has been recognised for its innovative approach to growth after winning a top 
prize at the 2015 Planning Awards in London.

The Northamptonshire Revolving Infrastructure Fund (NRIF) model was shortlisted in the Making Development Viable 
category for its pioneering new approach, developed by Northamptonshire County Council (the Council) in response 
to the need to unlock key infrastructure, which was previously unaffordable, through innovative forms of funding.

The NRIF model encourages a collaborative partnership between developer, contractor, highway authority and local 
planning authority to combine funds and share risk differently – leading to reduced costs and a balanced approach to 
contributions, risk and reward, ensuring any solution is affordable to all.

The NRIF model has been instrumental in helping to bring forward the A45 Daventry Development Link Road – a 
project to unlock a major urban extension to Daventry involving 4,000 homes as well as other development in the 
district. 

The NRIF approach sees the County Council front-fund design, planning and delivery of this Link Road, with 
investment repaid via Development Related Income.  Crucial to repayment is a formal funding agreement with 
Daventry District Council.  Local Growth Deal funding (£14m) was also secured and this helped to act as a catalyst for 
the project and reduced the County Council’s borrowing requirement.   

Planning permission for the A45DDL was granted in June 2015 and works are due to commence on site before the 
end of the year.

The Planning Awards, launched in 2014 and run by Planning magazine and Planning Resource, celebrate outstanding 
achievement in planning work by local authorities, consultants, developers, lawyers, voluntary and neighbourhood 
groups and all the other key players in the planning system, honouring the best work being done in the industry 
today. 

Simon Levell - KierWSP and Ian 
Achurch - NCC 

accepting the award



There are many 
monuments and historic 
structures in the highway 
where ownership or the 
responsibility for 
maintenance is unclear. 
These are an important 
part of the heritage of 
Northamptonshire and it 
is important that the item 
and its location should be 
maintained. 

Most monuments and 
historic structures within 
the highway boundaries 
are bridges. Provision for 
the general maintenance 
of these structures is 
included in the appropriate 
County Council budgets 
and any works are carried 

out by the highways Service Provider.  Where the bridges 
are listed or are Scheduled Ancient Monuments, any work 
has to be approved in advance by Historic England 
(formerly English Heritage).  Depending on the waterway, 
we may also need to consult the Environment Agency. 

There are other monuments within the County, such as 
market crosses, dovecotes, etc., that are listed as County 
Heritage Sites and are open to the public and owned by 
Northamptonshire County Council or are in private 
ownership with Northamptonshire County Council acting 
as guardian. Some of these are outside the limits of the 
highway.  

Where the ownership or maintenance responsibility for 
items within the highway cannot be established, 
Northamptonshire County Council will undertake 
essential maintenance to ensure the safety of the public 
but will also encourage the respective town or parish 
council to take on the responsibility for future 
maintenance. 

Requests are received occasionally for memorials or 
other commemorative features of public interest to be 
placed within or adjoining the highway, for instance 
memorials of wartime airfields. Northamptonshire 
County Council may give consent for these under the 
appropriate legislation. Licences can also be granted for 
the placing of seats and the cultivation of the adjacent 
verges for planting to complement the memorial or 
commemorative feature. Due to the public interest 
that such memorials generate, it is often necessary to 
provide facilities within the highway to accommodate 
parking and pedestrian access to the item in question 
and the funding of these works should be taken into 
account when determining the total cost of the project. 

You may see the milestones or the old-style black and 
white direction signs on rural roads throughout the 
County.  

Milestones will generally qualify for inclusion in the 
statutory list of buildings of special architectural 
interest, and the best examples are scheduled under 
the Ancient Monuments Act.  Where they still exist they 
should be retained in their original position as far as 
possible.  

The black and white direction signs are not actually 
considered as highway signs, but are traditional 
guideposts which make an important contribution to 
the local character and identity.  Due to their 
relatively recent date they do not normally qualify for 
listed status.  Wherever possible we will continue to 
maintain them in character, or if this is no longer 
possible, may replace them with modern equivalent 
fingerposts.  On A or B roads, they will need to be 
replaced or supplemented with modern signage of an 
appropriate size for the traffic situation.  

www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/streetdoctor
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Gritter driver - Jack Bellamy
They brave the freezing cold to make the streets safe for us. So as the winter starts to set in and we wait to see if snow 
comes, read on to find out how Jack feels about his important role keeping Northamptonshire moving. 

I work out of Brixworth for KierWSP and, for much of the year, I am part of a gang maintaining and improving roads 
and footpaths around the county. However, when the air chills and the white stuff appears I wait for my first call of the 
year to grit the roads.

When on call I am either on early shift or late shift all week, which means I am available either earlies, midnight to 
midday ,or lates midday to midnight. The week is from Friday to Friday including weekends, bank and national 
holidays, I am on call two weeks out of three.

The call comes in after the governors decide if it is necessary to grit.  I make my way into the depot, most drivers are 
already there or get there as fast as they can.  The first thing I do is start my gritter up to get it warmed up and check it 
over to make sure that everything is working correctly and then fill it up with salt. I then pop in to the talk to the guys 
on the Snow Desk to check my route. We all know our routes and are kept up to date with any roadworks or issues we 
need to bear in mind. When we are out they can radio us all the time too.

I work as part of a team of 54 who keep the county moving when ice and snow sets in. We are a really close knit team 
who work together and are on call from Oct to April. Generally we work when roads are quieter and, as we often are 
out at night while you sleep, people do not realise just how much of the county we cover.

Northamptonshire has a network of 2400 miles of road and we grit 1128 miles which takes 3 hours to complete with 
26 gritters.  The trucks can move at a reasonable speed when the roads are quieter at night, but there was so much ice 
and snow last time, we were out day and night.

Every time we go out we don’t know what we may have to deal with. Sometimes we get a straight run and grit the 
whole route without too many issues. On other days we may have to deal with cars stuck in the snow or abandoned as 
some drivers just give up. I wish they wouldn’t though, as it can delay us and makes it difficult to get past.

The long hours can take their toll but it is the stick we get from the public that drives me mad sometimes. People seem 
to think we have can go anywhere, grit everything and that roads are all safe and clear, but we just can’t. Most of the 
estates are impossible to get in and out of and we simply cannot do them. We work really hard to keep routes open and 
also work with the Borough Council to keep paths clear. You can help us too by using the grit in one of our grit bins.

A lot of people don’t realise we also work with the emergency services and are often first on the scene at accidents. If 
you saw what I see you really would drive more carefully. Not all roads are gritted and people think they are and do not 
drive carefully. I wish they would.

2010 was the worst I have seen it for years. I slept, ate and gritted. Over and over again. Many of us spent a lot of time 
away from our families, and even missed our Christmas dinner! Not that I mind. We work flat out during bad weather 
and really want to do our best for you. I love this job and  know that if we work together as a team and get the job done 
we can be sure the travelling public have a safer journey. That is a really good feeling. Overall people are are pleased 
to see us and we do everything we can to help.

Follow our Gritter Twitter @NNHighways

A Day in the Life
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Drivers warned about 
undertaking gritters 

A new winter road safety campaign is being rolled out in our county warning drivers they could be putting their lives 
at risk if they use the hard shoulder to undertake gritters.

Highways England’s gritter drivers have noticed a growing problem with road users veering into the hard shoulder to 
avoid being struck by salt, risking a collision with a stationary vehicle and causing a hazard when gritters try to come 
off at junctions.

“When you’re in your gritter, you’re out there on your own most of the time. You let the Regional Control Centre know 
when you are out and back, and of course your team mates know, but that’s it.

“I’ve not had any bumps so far, luckily, but I’ve had a few near misses when gritting. It’s especially difficult when you 
get to the end of a motorway section and try to get off. 

There’s a flow of cars undertaking you faster than you’re driving so you have to plan your next move well in advance!”

Gareth, 36, added: “I’m quite new to driving gritters, so seeing how some people react when I am on my gritting route 
can be scary sometimes.

“Both car and lorry drivers tend to follow too close behind, then overtake or undertake all of a sudden. I’ve even had 
times when people have overtaken my gritter, swerved right in front of me and slammed the brakes.

“A gritter simply can’t drive any faster than 40mph, or else it’s not doing its job properly. And it also weighs 22 tonnes 
when fully loaded with salt and brine solution, so we have to think carefully how we manoeuvre in advance.”

They added: “One of our colleagues was involved in a serious collision last year. He was gritting on lane 1 of the M1 
when a lorry drove straight into the back of his gritter. He had to go to hospital and is still suffering from back 
problems. And the gritter was seriously damaged and out of action for the rest of the season.

“We appreciate that nobody wants to be stuck behind a large vehicle travelling at 40 miles per hour, but in this case, it 
really is for the benefit of road users.

“We’d ask drivers to plan their journeys properly and leave enough time for travel this winter. We’d also urge people to 
stay safe and not use the hard shoulder to undertake.”

Motorists and other road users are also being asked to play their part by driving sensibly and making sure they have 
a winter kit in their vehicles, including an ice scraper and de-icer, warm clothes and blankets, and sunglasses to cope 
with the low winter sun.

Debbie Harvey, East Assistant Winter Service Manager at Highways England, added: “Our gritter drivers will be out in 
all weathers again this winter and we’re encouraging road users to do their bit to help keep the region’s motorways 

and major A roads moving.

“The vast majority of people support our gritter drivers 
by keeping back a sensible distance and only passing 
when it’s safe to do so, but a few have been putting 
themselves and others at risk by using the hard 
shoulder to undertake gritters.

“We’re also encouraging drivers to make sure they’ve 
got a winter kit in their vehicle so they don’t get caught 
out by the weather. That could be as simple as having a 
pair of sunglasses in the glove locker so you’re not 
struggling to see in the low winter sun.”

More details on staying safe on the roads this winter are 
available at 

www.metoffice.gov.uk/winterhighways.



Safer Winter Driving
Every year people get caught out in severe weather and we want to make sure everyone is ready. 

Check
•	Local	and	national	radio	for	travel	information	and	weather	forecasts,	allowing	extra	time			for	your	journey	if	necessary.	
   Heart Radio – 96.6FM and BBC Northants – 103.6 & 104.2FM
•	That	your	tyre	pressures	are	at	the	recommended	level	and	that	the	tread	depth	is	correct.
•	Don’t	forget	your	spare!
•	That	your	lights	are	clean	and	in	working	order.
•	That	the	wiper	system	is	working	effectively.
•	That	 the	washer-bottles	 are	 full	 and	 contain	 a	 suitable	 additive	 to	 prevent	
freezing.
•	That	your	battery	is	in	good	condition,	topped	up	and	fully	charged.
•	Your	anti-freeze	is	at	the	correct	level	(your	garage	can	do	this	for	you).

Before driving off
•	Consider	whether	your	journey	is	essential.
•	Make	sure	that	all	your	windows	and	mirrors	are	completely	clear	of	ice	and	
condensation.
•	Carry	a	can	of	de-icer	and	a	scraper	in	the	car.
•	Cars	left	outside	overnight	will	benefit	from	their	windscreen	being	covered	
over.

You
•	Ensure	you	have	“outside”	clothing	with	you	in	case	you	have	to	get	out	of	your	
vehicle.
•	Watch	out	for	vulnerable	road	users	–	you	share	responsibility	for	their	safety.

Remember
•	Do	not	travel	too	fast	or	too	close	to	the	vehicle	in	front.	When	ice	and	snow	
are present
   drive smoothly, avoiding harsh braking and sudden changes in direction.
•	Keep	in	as	high	a	gear	as	possible.
•	Always	use	dipped	headlights	when	visibility	is	poor	due	to	rain	or	snow	and	
when driving
    in fog.

See and be seen
•	Allow	yourself	more	time	for	a	journey	and	in	severe	conditions	only	travel	when	it	is
   absolutely necessary.
•	It	is	better	to	travel	a	little	further	on	a	main	road	that	has	been	treated	than	to	use	untreated
   minor roads.

Please remember that the majority of minor roads will not be salted.

 You should never assume that a road has been salted.

You can find the 2015/16  Safer Winter Driving leaflet  at www.northamptonshire.gov.uk. 

If you would like to be sent some copies please email Rebecca at rmiller@kierwsp.co.uk

Follow the Gritter Twitter @nnhighways

Winter
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Your views and comments are important to us. We would be grateful for any feedback on how the recent works were 
carried out and what you think of the results. Your answers will help us improve our service in the future. 

Surveys are posted through doorways in the areas we are working but you can also let us know what you think online 
at www.northamptonshire.gov.uk.

If the survey contains a complaint or an issue we talk directly to the team responsible to look at the best way to 
resolve the situation. If there are suggestions on how to do things better we, again, use this information where 
possible to improve the way we work. If we do something well this information is fed back to the relevant person or 
team.

Most of all, the survey tells us what we need to work on to make sure we continue to meet the expectations of our 
Northamptonshire residents. This will ensure that they are all aware of what we can and can’t do on the roads and 
footpaths in Northamptonshire.

Northamptonshire Highways Customer Satisfaction Survey at www.northamptonshire.gov.uk

If you have any other comments or suggestions on how we can improve our services, email us at 
highways@northamptonshire.gov.uk

Keeping in touch

Communicating with us 

Get the latest roadwork information to help plan journeys at roadworks.org



What started as Gritter Twitter in 2010, Twitter for the winter, has grown. Today 5,002  followers use @nnhighways as 
more and more people who want to know more about what we are doing and why. 

Every day, all year. 

But you can never have too many followers....

I never wanted to ‘tweet’ but I’ve been converted. It is professional, useful, immediate and a great way to find out what 
our customers think and what’s important to them. Up to date info, comments, ideas and events. It’s all about sharing 
information and we use it to keep our customers informed and, most importantly, to build relationships.

And I know Twitter freaks people out but I bet you text, use SMS, email, Facebook, etc. but draw the line at Twitter. 
Why? 

When you don’t know something very well, the easiest thing to do is hate it. 
 
I never really understood Twitter, avoided joining up and it was easy for me not to like it. But I knew that it was a huge 
and influential type of media so I joined in as @nnhighways ...and since then have gained followers, informed people, 
helped people and set the record straight about our works and services....many times!

Northamptonshire Highways uses Twitter as one of its important communication tools. You will get quick updates on 
our works, opinions of colleagues on innovations and comments and links to relevant subjects - without cluttering 
your inbox. You choose whether you want to see the latest news - in real time.

For those who have not used Twitter a couple of explanations that will help you to get started.

Twitter is a social network that is used for micro-blogging.....short and sweet.

People, companies, artists, politicians and organisations express themselves, give opinions, advertise, recommend 
articles etc by means of 140 character messages that are called tweets. In most cases, those tweets are public and 
accessible to everyone.

Although it is not necessary to be a subscriber to Twitter to follow the messages, it is recommended good practice to 
register and thus get an account via the following website : http://twitter.com/ You’ll need a login (preferably that will 
refer to your name so your contacts will find you more easily) that will be your identification on the Twitter network. It 
is recommended you also fill in the bio section (160 characters) so that your contacts will know who you are (and what 
your interests are).

Follow us on Twitter @nnhighways

Follow us

Get the latest roadwork information to help plan journeys at roadworks.org

Communicating with us 

Street Lighting in Northamptonshire
In October 2011, the county council entered into a Street Lighting Private Finance Initiative (PFI) contract with Balfour 
Beatty.

The first 5 years of this contract has seen the upgrade or replacement of all county council maintained street lights. 
Once complete, in October 2016, there will have been a reduction of approximately one-third in the number of columns 
the council has to maintain in the future and a 55% reduction in energy use. 

Contacts for information
If you require any  information on our lighting replacement programme, have general questions regarding lighting or 
wish to report a faulty street light then the Street Lighting team can be contacted in numerous ways:

Tel: 0800 0850 257
Email: enquiries@lightingnorthamptonshire.com

Website: www.lightingnorthamptonshire.com




